Edward the Confessor

Edward the Confessor!!! (between 1003 and 1005 -4 or
5 January 1066), son of AEthelred the Unready and Emma
of Normandy, was one of the last Anglo-Saxon kings of
England and is usually regarded as the last king of the
House of Wessex, ruling from 1042 to 1066.1!

Edward has traditionally been seen as unworldly and pi-
ous, and his reign is notable for the disintegration of royal
power in England and the advance in power of the God-
win family. His biographers, Frank Barlow and Peter
Rex, dispute this, picturing him as a successful king, who
was energetic, resourceful and sometimes ruthless, but
whose reputation has been unfairly tarnished by the Nor-
man conquest shortly after his death.[*!*] Other histori-
ans regard this positive picture as only partly true, and not
at all in the later part of his reign. In the view of Richard
Mortimer, the return of the Godwins from exile in 1052
“meant the effective end of his exercise of power”. The
difference in his level of activity from the earlier part of
his reign “implies a withdrawal from affairs”.>!

Edward succeeded Cnut the Great's son Harthacnut,
restoring the rule of the House of Wessex after the period
of Danish rule since Cnut conquered England in 1016.
When Edward died in 1066 he was succeeded by Harold
Godwinson, who was defeated and killed in the same
year by the Normans under William the Conqueror at the
Battle of Hastings.

Edward is called Confessor, the name for someone be-
lieved to have lived a saintly life but who was not a
martyr,%) in Latin S. Eduardus Confessor rex Anglorum,
as opposed to S. Eduardus Martyr rex Anglorum. He was
canonised in 1161 by Pope Alexander III, and is com-
memorated on 13 October by both the Church of England
and the Roman Catholic Church in England and Wales.
Saint Edward was one of the national saints of England
until King Edward III adopted Saint George as patron
saint in about 1350.[7!

1 Early years and exile

Edward was the seventh son of Athelred the Unready,
and the first by his second wife, Emma of Normandy. Ed-
ward was born between 1003 and 1005 in Islip, Oxford-
shire,® and is first recorded as a 'witness’ to two charters
in 1005. He had one full brother, Alfred, and a sister,
Godgifu. In charters he was always listed behind his older
half-brothers, showing that he ranked behind them.®!

During his childhood England was the target of Viking

raids and invasions under Sweyn Forkbeard and his son,
Cnut. Following Sweyn’s seizure of the throne in 1013,
Emma fled to Normandy, followed by Edward and Al-
fred, and then by Zthelred. Sweyn died in February
1014, and leading Englishmen invited Athelred back on
condition that he promised to rule 'more justly' than be-
fore. Athelred agreed, sending Edward back with his
ambassadors.[®) Ethelred died in April 1016, and he
was succeeded by Edward’s older half brother Edmund
Ironside, who carried on the fight against Sweyn’s son,
Cnut. According to Scandinavian tradition, Edward
fought alongside Edmund; as Edward was at most thir-
teen years old at the time, the story is disputed.'°!!'!] Ed-
mund died in November 1016, and Cnut became undis-
puted king. Edward then again went into exile with
his brother and sister; his mother had no taste for the
sidelines, and in 1017 she married Cnut.’! In the same
year Cnut had Edward’s last surviving elder half-brother,
Eadwig, executed, leaving Edward as the leading Anglo-
Saxon claimant to the throne.

Penny of Edward the Confessor

Edward spent a quarter of a century in exile, probably
mainly in Normandy, although there is no evidence of
his location until the early 1030s. He probably received
support from his sister Godgifu, who married Drogo of
Mantes, count of Vexin in about 1024. In the early 1030s
Edward witnessed four charters in Normandy, signing
two of them as king of England. According to the Nor-
man chronicler, William of Jumieges, Robert I, Duke
of Normandy attempted an invasion of England to place
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Edward on the throne in about 1034, but it was blown
off course to Jersey. He also received support for his
claim to the throne from a number of continental abbots,
particularly Robert, abbot of the Norman abbey of Ju-
mieges, who was later to become Edward’s Archbishop
of Canterbury.'?! Edward was said to have developed an
intense personal piety during this period, but modern his-
torians regard this as a product of the later medieval cam-
paign for his canonisation. In Frank Barlow’s view “in his
lifestyle would seem to have been that of a typical mem-
ber of the rustic nobility”.*!!3] He appeared to have a
slim prospect of acceding to the English throne during
this period, and his ambitious mother was more interested
in supporting Harthacnut, her son by Cnut.[31114]

Cnut died in 1035, and Harthacnut succeeded him as king
of Denmark. It is unclear whether he was intended to
have England as well, but he was too much occupied in
defending his position in Denmark to come to England to
make good any claim. It was therefore decided that his
elder half-brother, Harold Harefoot should act as regent,
while Emma held Wessex on Harthacnut’s behalf.['! In
1036 Edward and his brother Alfred separately came
to England. Emma later claimed that they came in re-
sponse to a letter inviting them to visit her that was
forged by Harold, but historians believe that she probably
did invite them in an effort to counter Harold’s growing
popularity.l*!161 Alfred was captured by Godwin, Earl of
Wessex who turned him over to Harold Harefoot. He had
Alfred blinded by forcing red-hot pokers into his eyes to
make him unsuitable for kingship, and Alfred died soon
after as a result of his wounds. The murder is thought
to be the source of much of Edward’s later hatred for the
Earl and one of the primary reasons for Godwin’s banish-
ment in autumn 1051.1'3 Edward is said to have fought a
successful skirmish near Southampton, and then retreated
back to Normandy.'”!'8] He thus showed his prudence,
but he had some reputation as a soldier in Normandy and
Scandinavia.['*]

In 1037 Harold was accepted as king, and the follow-
ing year he expelled Emma, who retreated to Bruges.
She then summoned Edward and demanded his help for
Harthacnut, but he refused as he had no resources to
launch an invasion, and disclaimed any interest for him-
self in the throne.31['°) Harthacnut, his position in Den-
mark now secure, did plan an invasion, but Harold died in
1040, and Harthacnut was able to cross unopposed with
his mother to take the English throne.

In 1041, Harthacnut invited Edward back to England,
probably as heir because he knew he had not long to
live.l'3! The 12th century Quadripartitus, in an account
regarded as convincing by historian John Maddicott,
states that he was recalled by the intervention of Bishop
Zlfwine of Winchester and Earl Godwin. Edward met
“the thegns of all England” at Hursteshever, probably
Hurst Head, a shingle spit opposite the Isle of Wight
which was the site of the later Hurst Castle. There he
was received as king in return for his oath that he would
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continue the laws of Cnut.?®! According to the Anglo-
Saxon Chronicle Edward was sworn in as king alongside
Harthacnut, but a diploma issued by Harthacnut in 1042
describes him as the king’s brother.[*!!

2 Early reign

A sealed writ of Edward the Confessor

Following Harthacnut’s death on 8 June 1042, Godwin,
the most powerful of the English earls, supported Ed-
ward, who succeeded to the throne.?! The Anglo-Saxon
Chronicle describes the popularity he enjoyed at his ac-
cession — “before he [Harthacnut] was buried, all the peo-
ple chose Edward as king in London.”??! Edward was
crowned at the cathedral of Winchester, the royal seat of
the West Saxons, on 3 April 1043.

Edward complained that his mother had “done less for
him than he wanted before he became king, and also af-
terwards”. In November 1043 he rode to Winchester with
his three leading earls, Leofric of Mercia, Godwin and
Siward of Northumbria, to deprive her of her property,
possibly because she was holding on to treasure which be-
longed to the king. Her adviser, Stigand, was deprived of
his bishopric of Elmham in East Anglia. However, both
were soon restored to favour. Emma died in 1052.123]

Edward’s position when he came to the throne was weak.
Effective rule required keeping on terms with the three
leading earls, but loyalty to the ancient house of Wessex
had been eroded by the period of Danish rule, and only
Leofric was descended from a family which had served
Athelred. Siward was probably Danish, and although
Godwin was English, he was one of Cnut’s new men, mar-
ried to Cnut’s former sister-in-law. However, in his early
years Edward restored the traditional strong monarchy,
showing himself, in Frank Barlow’s view, “a vigorous and
ambitious man, a true son of the impetuous Athelred and
the formidable Emma.”[*!

In 1043 Godwin’s eldest son Sweyn was appointed to an
earldom in the south-west midlands, and on 23 January
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1045 Edward married Godwin’s daughter Edith. Soon af -
terwards, her brother Harold and her Danish cousin Beorn
Estrithson, were also given earldoms in southern Eng-
land. Godwin and his family now ruled subordinately all
of Southern England. However, in 1047 Sweyn was ban-
ished for abducting the Abbess of Leominster. In 1049
he returned to try to regain his earldom, but this was said
to have been opposed by Harold and Beorn, probably be-
cause they had been given Sweyn’s land in his absence.
Sweyn murdered his cousin Beorn and went again into ex-
ile, and Edward’s nephew, Ralph was given Beorn’s earl-
dom, but the following year Sweyn’s father was able to
secure his reinstatement.[*!

The wealth of Edward’s lands exceeded that of the great-
est earls, but they were scattered among the southern earl-
doms. He had no personal powerbase, and he does not
seem to have attempted to build one. In 1050-51 he
even paid off the fourteen foreign ships which constituted
his standing navy and abolished the tax raised to pay for
it.}125] However in ecclesiastical and foreign affairs he
was able to follow his own policy. King Magnus of Nor-
way aspired to the English throne, and in 1045 and 1046,
fearing an invasion, Edward took command of the fleet
at Sandwich. Beorn’s elder brother, Sweyn of Denmark
“submitted himself to Edward as a son”, hoping for his
help in his battle with Magnus for control of Denmark,
but in 1047 Edward rejected Godwin’s demand that he
send aid to Sweyn, and it was only Magnus’s death in Oc-
tober that saved England from attack and allowed Sweyn
to take the Danish throne."!

Modern historians reject the traditional view that Edward
mainly employed Norman favourites, but he did have for-
eigners in his household, including a few Normans, who
became unpopular. Chief among them was Robert, ab-
bot of the Norman abbey of Jumieges, who had known
Edward from the 1030s and came to England with him in
1041, becoming bishop of London in 1043. According to
the Vita Edwardi, he became “always the most powerful
confidential adviser to the king”.[¢]

3 The crisis of 1051-1052

In ecclesiastical appointments, Edward and his advisers
showed a bias against candidates with local connections,
and when the clergy and monks of Canterbury elected a
relative of Godwin as Archbishop of Canterbury in 1051,
Edward rejected him and appointed Robert of Jumieges,
who claimed that Godwin was in illegal possession of
some archiepiscopal estates. In September Edward was
visited by his brother-in-law, Godgifu’s second husband,
Eustace, count of Boulogne. His men caused an affray
in Dover, and Edward ordered Godwin as earl of Kent to
punish the town’s burgesses, but he took their side and
refused. Edward seized the chance to bring his over-
mighty earl to heel. Archbishop Robert accused Godwin
of plotting to kill the king, just as he had killed his brother

Edward’s seal: SIGILLVM EADWARDI ANGLORVM BASILEI
(Seal of Edward crowned/King of the English).

Alfred in 1036, while Leofric and Siward supported the
king and called up their vassals. Sweyn and Harold called
up their own vassals, but neither side wanted a fight, and
Godwin and Sweyn appear to have each given a son as
hostage, who were sent to Normandy. The Godwins’ po-
sition disintegrated as their men were not willing to fight
the king. When Stigand, who was acting as intermedi-
ary, conveyed the king’s jest that Godwin could have his
peace if he could restore Alfred and his companions alive
and well, Godwin and his sons fled, going to Flanders
and Ireland.[®! Edward repudiated Edith and sent her to a
nunnery, perhaps because she was childless,?”) and Arch-
bishop Robert urged her divorce.*!

Sweyn went on pilgrimage to Jerusalem (dying on his way
back), but Godwin and his other sons returned with an
army following a year later, and received considerable
support, while Leofric and Siward failed to support the
king. Both sides were concerned that a civil war would
leave the country open to foreign invasion. The king was
furious, but he was forced to give way and restore Godwin
and Harold to their earldoms, while Robert of Jumieges
and other Frenchmen fled, fearing Godwin’s vengeance.
Edith was restored as queen, and Stigand, who had again
acted as an intermediary between the two sides in the cri-
sis, was appointed Archbishop of Canterbury in Robert’s
place. Stigand retained his existing bishopric of Winch-
ester, and his pluralism was to be a continuing source
of dispute with the pope.’!?81 Edward’s nephew, Earl
Ralph, who had been one of his chief supporters in the
crisis of 1051-52, may have received Sweyn’s marcher
earldom of Hereford at this time.*!
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4 Later reign

Until the mid-1050s Edward was able to structure his
earldoms so as to prevent the Godwins becoming dom-
inant. Godwin himself died in 1053 and although Harold
succeeded to his earldom of Wessex, none of his other
brothers were earls at this date. His house was then
weaker than it had been since Edward’s succession, but
a succession of deaths in 1055-57 completely changed
the picture. In 1055 Siward died but his son was consid-
ered too young to command Northumbria, and Harold’s
brother, Tostig was appointed. In 1057 Leofric and
Ralph died, and Leofric’s son Zlfgar succeeded as Earl
of Mercia, while Harold’s brother Gyrth succeeded Zlf-
gar as Earl of East Anglia. The fourth surviving Godwin
brother, Leofwine, was given an earldom in the south-
east carved out of Harold’s territory, and Harold received
Ralph’s territory in compensation. Thus by 1057 the
Godwin brothers controlled all of England subordinately
apart from Mercia. It is not known whether Edward ap-
proved of this transformation or whether he had to accept
it, but from this time he seems to have begun to withdraw
from active politics, devoting himself to hunting, which
he pursued each day after attending church.[3!130]

In the 1050s, Edward pursued an aggressive, and gener-
ally successful, policy in dealing with Scotland and Wales.
Malcolm Canmore was an exile at Edward’s court af-
ter Macbeth killed his father, Duncan I, and seized the
Scottish throne. In 1054 Edward sent Siward to invade
Scotland. He defeated Macbeth, and Malcolm, who had
accompanied the expedition, gained control of southern
Scotland. By 1058 Malcolm had killed Macbeth in battle
and taken the Scottish throne. In 1059 he visited Edward,
but in 1061 he started raiding Northumbria with the aim
of adding it to his territory.[3!13!]

In 1053 Edward ordered the assassination of the south
Welsh prince Rhys ap Rhydderch in reprisal for a raid on
England, and Rhys’s head was delivered to him."*! In 1055
Gruftydd ap Llywelyn established himself as the ruler of
all Wales, and allied himself with Zlfgar of Mercia, who
had been outlawed for treason. They defeated Earl Ralph
at Hereford, and Harold had to collect forces from nearly
all of England to drive the invaders back into Wales.
Peace was concluded with the reinstatement of Zlfgar,
who was able to succeed as Earl of Mercia on his father’s
death in 1057. Gruftfydd swore an oath to be a faithful
under-king of Edward. Zlfgar appears to have died in
1062 and his young son Edwin was allowed to succeed as
Earl of Mercia, but Harold then launched a surprise attack
on Gruftydd. He escaped, but when Harold and Tostig
attacked again the following year, he retreated and was
killed by Welsh enemies. Edward and Harold were then

able to impose vassallage on some Welsh princes.[3?1(33!

In October 1065 Harold’s brother, Tostig, the earl of
Northumbria, was hunting with the king when his thegns
in Northumbria rebelled against his rule, which they
claimed was oppressive, and killed some 200 of his fol-
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Harold meeting Edward shortly before his death, depicted in
scene 25 of the Bayeux Tapestry

lowers. They nominated Morcar, the brother of Edwin of
Mercia, as earl, and invited the brothers to join them in
marching south. They met Harold at Northampton, and
Tostig accused Harold before the king of conspiring with
the rebels. Tostig seems to have been a favourite with the
king and queen, who demanded that the revolt be sup-
pressed, but neither Harold nor anyone else would fight to
support Tostig. Edward was forced to submit to his ban-
ishment, and the humiliation may have caused a series of
strokes which led to his death.[*!'*1 He was too weak to
attend the dedication of his new church at Westminster,
which was then still incomplete, on 28 December.

Edward probably entrusted the kingdom to Harold and
Edith shortly before he died on 4 or 5 January 1066. On 6
January he was buried in Westminster Abbey, and Harold
was crowned on the same day."!

5 The succession

Starting as early as William of Malmesbury in the early
12th century, historians have puzzled over Edward’s in-
tentions for the succession. One school of thought sup-
ports the Norman case that Edward always intended
William the Conqueror to be his heir, accepting the me-
dieval claim that Edward had already decided to be celi-
bate before he married, but most historians believe that
he hoped to have an heir by Edith at least until his quar-
rel with Godwin in 1051. William may have visited Ed-
ward during Godwin’s exile, and he is thought to have
promised William the succession at this time, but histo-
rians disagree how seriously he meant the promise, and
whether he later changed his mind.**!

Edmund Ironside’s son, Edward Atheling, had the best
claim to be considered Edward’s heir. He had been taken
as a young child to Hungary, and in 1054 Bishop Ealdred
of Worcester visited the Holy Roman Emperor, Henry
III to secure his return, probably with a view to becom-
ing Edward’s heir. The exile returned to England in
1057 with his family, but died almost immediately.!>!
His son Edgar, who was then about five years old, was
brought up at the English court. He was given the des-
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ignation Atheling, meaning throneworthy, which may
mean that Edward considered making him his heir, and
he was briefly declared king after Harold’s death in
1066.1371 However, Edgar was absent from witness lists
of Edward’s diplomas, and there is no evidence in the
Domesday Book that he was a substantial landowner,
which suggests that he was marginalised at the end of Ed-
ward’s reign.[3®!

After the mid-1050s, Edward seems to have withdrawn
from affairs as he became increasingly dependent on the
Godwins, and may have become reconciled to the idea
that one of them would succeed him. The Normans
claimed that Edward sent Harold to Normandy in about
1064 to confirm the promise of the succession to William.
The strongest evidence comes from a Norman apologist,
William of Poitiers. According to his account, shortly
before the Battle of Hastings, Harold sent William an en-
voy who admitted that Edward had promised the throne
to William but argued that this was over-ridden by his
deathbed promise to Harold. In reply, William did not
dispute the deathbed promise, but argued that Edward’s
prior promise to him took precedence.*”!

In Richard Baxter’s view, Edward’s “handling of the suc-
cession issue was dangerously indecisive, and contributed
to one of the greatest catastrophes to which the English
have ever succumbed.”4"!

6 Westminster Abbey
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Edward’s funeral depicted in scene 26 of the Bayeux Tapestry

Edward’s Norman sympathies are most clearly seen in the
major building project of his reign, Westminster Abbey,
the first Norman Romanesque church in England. This
was commenced between 1042 and 1052 as a royal burial
church, consecrated on 28 December 1065, completed
after his death in about 1090, and demolished in 1245 to
make way for Henry III's new building, which still stands.
It was very similar to Jumieges Abbey, which was built
at the same time. Robert of Jumieéges must have been
closely involved in both buildings, although it is not clear
which is the original and which the copy.*!]

Edward does not appear to have been interested in books
and associated arts, but his abbey played a vital role in the
development of English Romanesque architecture, show-
ing that he was an innovating and generous patron of the

church.#2!

7 Canonisation

Edward the Confessor was the first Anglo-Saxon and the
only king of England to be canonised, but he was part of
a tradition of (uncanonised) English royal saints, such as
Eadburh of Winchester, a daughter of Edward the Elder,
Edith of Wilton, a daughter of Edgar the Peaceful, and
King Edward the Martyr.*3! With his proneness to fits
of rage and love of hunting Edward is regarded by most
historians as an unlikely saint, and his canonisation as po-
litical, although some argue that his cult started so early
that it must have had something credible to build on.*4!

Edward displayed a worldly attitude in his church ap-
pointments. When he appointed Robert of Jumieges as
Archbishop of Canterbury in 1051, he chose the lead-
ing craftsman Spearhafoc to replace Robert as Bishop
of London. Robert refused to consecrate him, saying
that the pope had forbidden it, but Spearhafoc occupied
the bishopric for several months with Edward’s support.
After the Godwins fled the country, Edward expelled
Spearhafoc, who fled with a large store of gold and gems
which he had been given to make Edward a crown.*! Sti-
gand was the first archbishop of Canterbury not to be a
monk in almost a hundred years, and he was said to have
been excommunicated by several popes because he held
Canterbury and Winchester in plurality. Several bishops
sought consecration abroad because of the irregularity of
Stigand’s position.!*®! Edward usually preferred clerks to
monks for the most important and richest bishoprics, and
he probably accepted gifts from candidates for bishoprics
and abbacies. However, his appointments were generally
respectable.]

After 1066 there was a subdued cult of Edward as a
saint, possibly discouraged by the early Norman abbots
of Westminster,[*”! which gradually increased in the early
twelfth century.[*8] Osbert of Clare, the prior of West-
minster Abbey, then started to campaign for Edward’s
canonisation, aiming to increase the wealth and power of
the Abbey. By 1138, he had converted the Vita AEdwardi,
the life of Edward commissioned by his widow, into a
conventional saint’s life.[4”) He seized on an ambiguous
passage which might have meant that their marriage was
chaste, perhaps to give the idea that Edith’s childless-
ness was not her fault, to claim that Edward had been
celibate.[*”! In 1139 Osbert went to Rome to petition for
Edward’s canonisation with the support of King Stephen,
but he lacked the full support of the English hierarchy and
Stephen had quarrelled with the church, so Pope Innocent
II postponed a decision, declaring that Osbert lacked suf-
ficient testimonials of Edward’s holiness.>"!

In 1159 there was a disputed election to the papacy, and
Henry II's support helped to secure recognition of Pope
Alexander I1I. In 1160 a new abbot of Westminster, Lau-
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rence, seized the opportunity to renew Edward’s claim.
This time, it had the full support of the king and the
English hierarchy, and a grateful pope issued the bull
of canonisation on 7 February 1161,5! the result of a
conjunction of the interests of Westminster Abbey, King
Henry II and Pope Alexander 11" He was called 'Con-
fessor' as the name for someone who was believed to have
lived a saintly life but was not a martyr.6!

In the 1230s King Henry III became attached to the cult
of Saint Edward, and he commissioned a new life by
Matthew Paris.!®?! Henry also constructed a grand new
tomb for Edward in a rebuilt Westminster Abbey in 1269.

Until about 1350, Edmund the Martyr, Gregory the Great
and Edward the Confessor were regarded as English na-
tional saints, but Edward III preferred the more war-like
figure of St George, and in 1348 he established the Order
of the Garter with St George as its patron. It was located
at Windsor Castle, and its chapel of St Edward the Con-
fessor was re-dedicated to St George, who was acclaimed
in 1351 as patron of the English race.!”! Edward was never
a popular saint, but he was important to the Norman dy-
nasty, which claimed to be the successor of Edward as
the last legitimate Anglo-Saxon king.[>*!

The shrine of Saint Edward the Confessor in Westmin-
ster Abbey remains where it was after the final transla-
tion of his body to a chapel east of the sanctuary on 13
October 1269 by Henry II1.°* The day of his transla-
tion, 13 October (his first translation had also been on
that date in 1163), is regarded as his feast day, and each
October the Abbey holds a week of festivities and prayer
in his honour.>>! For some time the Abbey had claimed
that it possessed a set of coronation regalia that Edward
had left for use in all future coronations. Following Ed-
ward’s canonisation, these were regarded as holy relics,
and thereafter they were used at all English coronations
from the 13th century until the destruction of the regalia
by Oliver Cromwell in 1649.5!

13 October is an optional feast day for Edward the Con-
fessor for the Catholic Church of England and Wales,®”!
and the Church of England's calendar of saints designates
it as a Lesser Festival.l>8! He is regarded as a patron saint
of difficult marriages.">”!

8 Appearance and character

The Vita A£dwardi Regis states "[H]e was a very proper
figure of a man—of outstanding height, and distinguished
by his milky white hair and beard, full face and rosy
cheeks, thin white hands, and long translucent fingers; in
all the rest of his body he was an unblemished royal per-
son. Pleasant, but always dignified, he walked with eyes
downcast, most graciously affable to one and all. If some
cause aroused his temper, he seemed as terrible as a lion,
but he never revealed his anger by railing.”.[%"! This, as
the historian Richard Mortimer notes, 'contains obvious

9 IN POPULAR CULTURE

elements of the ideal king, expressed in flattering terms -
1[61]

tall and distinguished, affable, dignified and just.

9 In popular culture

The left panel of the Wilton Diptych, where Edward (centre),
with Edmund the Martyr (left) and John the Baptist, are depicted
presenting Richard Il to the heavenly host.

Edward is depicted as the central saint of the Wilton Dip-
tych (c. 1395-99), a devotional piece made for Richard
I, but now in the collection of the National Gallery. The
reverse of the piece carries Edward’s arms; and Richard’s
badge of a white hart. The panel painting dates from the
end of the 14th century.

In Act 3, Scene VI of Shakespeare’s Macbeth (c. 1603—
06) Lennox refers to Edward as “the most pious Edward,”
and in Act 4, Scene III, Malcolm describes his powers of
healing those afflicted with “the evil”, or scrofula.

He is the central figure in Alfred Duggan's 1960 historical
novel The Cunning of the Dove.

He is featured in Sara Douglass' novel God’s Concubine.

On screen he has been portrayed by Eduard Franz
in the film Lady Godiva of Coventry (1955), George
Howe in the BBC TV drama series Hereward the Wake
(1965), Donald Eccles in the two-part BBC TV play
Congquest (1966; part of the series Theatre 625), Brian
Blessed in Macbeth (1997), based on the Shakespeare
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play (although he does not appear in the play itself), and
Adam Woodroffe in an episode of the British TV series
Historyonics entitled “1066” (2004). In 2002, he was por-
trayed by Lennox Greaves in the Doctor Who audio ad-
venture Seasons of Fear.
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