Ermenilda of Ely

Saint Eormenhild (or Ermenilda, Ermenildis, Er-
mengild) (d. about 700/703) is a seventh-century Anglo-
Saxon saint.

1 Life

She features in the genealogies of various 11th and 12th
century versions of the Kentish Royal Legend. These de-
scribe her as the daughter of King Eorcenberht of Kent
and St. Seaxburh of Ely, and wife to Wulfhere of Mer-
cia,'!! with whom she had a daughter, St. Warburh, and
a son, Coenred. Eormenhild became a nun after her
husband died in 675, and eventually became abbess of
Minster-in-Sheppey and Ely consecutively.

There are almost no contemporary records for her life.
When discussing Wulfhere, Bede mentions neither her
nor her daughter Waerburh. However, her name is men-
tioned for an abbess in a (copy of a) charter of King Wi-
htred of Kent, dated 699, along with three other abbesses
present at the occasion when the charter was issued:

“Irminburga, Aeaba et Nerienda”.[*!

Her feast day is 13 February.
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