
Harold Godwinson

“Harold II” redirects here. For other uses, see Harald II.

Harold II (orHaroldGodwinson) (Old English: Harold
Godƿinson; c. 1022 – 14 October 1066) was the last
Anglo-Saxon King of England.[lower-alpha 1] Harold reigned
from 6 January 1066[1] until his death at the Battle of
Hastings on 14 October, fighting the Norman invaders led
by William the Conqueror during the Norman conquest
of England. His death marked the end of Anglo-Saxon
rule over England.
Harold was a powerful earl and member of a promi-
nent Anglo-Saxon family with ties to King Cnut. Upon
the death of Edward the Confessor in January 1066, the
Witenagemot convened and chose Harold to succeed; he
was crowned in Westminster Abbey. In late Septem-
ber he successfully repelled an invasion by rival claimant
Harald Hardrada of Norway, before marching his army
back south to meet William the Conqueror at Hastings
some two weeks later.

1 Family background

See also: Ancestry of the Godwins

Harold was a son of Godwin, the powerful Earl of Wes-
sex, and Gytha Thorkelsdóttir, sister-in-law of King Cnut
the Great of England and Denmark. Gytha’s brother was
Ulf Jarl, who was married to Cnut’s sister Estrith. This
madeUlf the son-in-law of King Sweyn Forkbeard,[2] and
the father of King Sweyn II of Denmark.[3] Godwin was
the son of Wulfnoth, probably a thegn and a native of
Sussex.<ref name= Godwin began his political career by
supporting King Edmund Ironside, but switched to sup-
porting King Cnut by 1018, when he was named Earl of
Wessex by Cnut.[4] Godwin remained an earl through-
out Cnut’s reign, one of only two earls to survive to the
end of Cnut’s reign.[5] OnCnut’s death, Godwin originally
supported Harthacnut instead of Cnut’s initial successor
Harold Harefoot, but managed to switch sides in 1037,
although not without becoming involved in the murder of
Alfred Aetheling, half brother of Harthacnut and younger
brother of the later King Edward the Confessor.[6] When
Harold Harefoot died, Harthacnut became king and God-
win’s power was imperiled by his earlier involvement in
Alfred’s murder, but an oath and large gift secured the
new king’s favour for Godwin.[7] Harthacnut’s death in
1042 likely involved Godwin in a role as kingmaker, help-

ing to secure the English throne for Edward the Confes-
sor. In 1045, Godwin was at the height of his power,
when his daughter Edith was married to the king.[8]

Godwin and Gytha had several children. The sons were
Sweyn, Harold, Tostig, Gyrth, Leofwine and Wulfnoth.
There were also three daughters: Edith of Wessex, origi-
nally namedGytha but renamedEaldgyth (or Edith) when
she married King Edward the Confessor; Gunhild; and
Ælfgifu. The birthdates of the children are unknown, but
Sweyn was the eldest and Harold was the second son.[9]
Harold was aged about 25 in 1045, which makes his birth
date around 1020.[10]

2 Powerful nobleman

Edith married Edward on 23 January 1045, and around
that time Harold became Earl of East Anglia. Harold
is called “earl” when he appears as a witness in a will,
that may date to 1044, but by 1045 Harold regularly ap-
pears as an earl in documents. One reason for his ap-
pointment to East Anglia may have been a need to de-
fend against the threat from King Magnus the Good of
Norway. It is possible that Harold led some of the ships
from his earldom that were sent to Sandwich in 1045
against Magnus.[11] Sweyn, Harold’s elder brother, had
been named an earl in 1043.[12] It was also around the
time that Harold was named an earl that he began a rela-
tionship with Edith, who appears to have been the heiress
to lands in Cambridgeshire, Suffolk and Essex, lands in
Harold’s new earldom.[13] The relationship was a form
of marriage that was not blessed or sanctioned by the
Church, known as more Danico, or “in the Danish man-
ner”, and was accepted by most laypeople in England at
the time. Any children of such a union were considered
legitimate. Harold likely entered the relationship in part
to secure support in his new earldom.[14]

In 1047 Harold’s elder brother Sweyn was exiled after
abducting the abbess of Leominster. Sweyn’s lands were
divided between Harold and a cousin, Beorn.[15] In 1049,
Harold was in command of a ship or ships that were sent
with a fleet to aid the German Emperor Henry III against
Baldwin V, Count of Flanders, who was in revolt against
Henry. During this campaign, Sweyn returned to Eng-
land and attempted to secure a pardon from the king, but
Harold and Beorn refused to return any of their lands, and
Sweyn, after leaving the royal court, took Beorn hostage
and later killed him.[16]
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2 3 MARRIAGES AND CHILDREN

When in 1051 Earl Godwin was sent into exile, Harold
accompanied his father and helped him to regain his po-
sition a year later. Then Godwin died in 1053, and Harold
succeeded him as Earl of Wessex (the southern third of
England). This arguably made him the most powerful fig-
ure in England after the king.
In 1058, Harold also became Earl of Hereford and re-
placed his late father as the focus of opposition to growing
Norman influence in England under the restored monar-
chy (1042–66) of Edward the Confessor, who had spent
more than 25 years in exile in Normandy. He led a series
of successful campaigns (1062–63) against Gruffydd ap
Llywelyn of Gwynedd, the ruler of Wales. This conflict
ended with Gruffydd’s defeat and death in 1063.

2.1 Harold in northern France

HAROLD SACRAMENTUM FECIT WILLELMO DUCI
(“Harold made an oath to Duke William”). (Bayeux Tapestry)
This scene is stated in the previous scene on the Tapestry to have
taken place at Bagia (Bayeux, probably in Bayeux Cathedral). It
shows Harold touching two altars with the enthroned Duke look-
ing on, and is central to the Norman Invasion of England.

In 1064, Harold apparently was shipwrecked at Ponthieu.
There is much speculation about this voyage. The ear-
liest post-conquest Norman chroniclers report that King
Edward had previously sent Robert, Archbishop of Can-
terbury, to appoint as his heir Edward’s maternal kins-
man, William of Normandy, and that at this later date
Harold was sent to swear fealty.[17] Scholars disagree as
to the reliability of this story. William, at least, seems
to have believed he had been offered the succession, but
there must have been some confusion either on William’s
part or perhaps by both men, since the English succes-
sion was neither inherited nor determined by the reigning
monarch. Instead the Witenagemot, the assembly of the
kingdom’s leading notables, would convene after a king’s
death to select a successor. Other acts of Edward are in-
consistent with his having made such a promise, such as
his efforts to return his nephew Edward the Exile, son of
king Edmund Ironside, fromHungary in 1057.[lower-alpha 2]
Later Norman chroniclers suggest alternative explana-
tions for Harold’s journey: that he was seeking the release

ofmembers of his family who had been held hostage since
Godwin’s exile in 1051, or even that he had simply been
travelling along the English coast on a hunting and fish-
ing expedition and had been driven across the Channel
by an unexpected storm. There is general agreement that
he left from Bosham, and was blown off course, land-
ing at Ponthieu. He was captured by Guy I, Count of
Ponthieu, and was then taken as a hostage to the count’s
castle at Beaurain,[18] 24.5 km up the River Canche from
its mouth at what is now Le Touquet. Duke William ar-
rived soon afterward and ordered Guy to turn Harold over
to him.[19] Harold then apparently accompanied William
to battle against William’s enemy, Conan II, Duke of
Brittany. While crossing into Brittany past the fortified
abbey of Mont Saint-Michel, Harold is recorded as res-
cuing two of William’s soldiers from quicksand. They
pursued Conan from Dol-de-Bretagne to Rennes, and fi-
nally to Dinan, where he surrendered the fortress’s keys
at the point of a lance. William presented Harold with
weapons and arms, knighting him. The Bayeux Tapestry,
and other Norman sources, then record that Harold swore
an oath on sacred relics to William to support his claim to
the English throne. After Edward’s death, the Normans
were quick to point out that in accepting the crown of
England, Harold had broken this alleged oath.
The chronicler Orderic Vitalis wrote of Harold that he
“was very tall and handsome, remarkable for his physical
strength, his courage and eloquence, his ready jests and
acts of valour. But what were these gifts to him without
honour, which is the root of all good?"
Due to a doubling of taxation by Tostig in 1065 that
threatened to plunge England into civil war, Harold sup-
ported Northumbrian rebels against his brother, Tostig,
and replaced him with Morcar. This strengthened his
acceptability as Edward’s successor, but fatally split his
own family, driving Tostig into alliance with King Harald
Hardrada (“Hard Ruler”) of Norway.

3 Marriages and children

For some twenty years Harold was married More dan-
ico (Latin: “in the Danish manner”) to Edith the Fair
(Edith Swannesha) and had at least six children with
her. The marriage was widely accepted by the laity, al-
though Edith was considered Harold’s mistress by the
clergy.[lower-alpha 3]

According to Orderic Vitalis, Harold was at some time
betrothed to Adeliza, a daughter of William, Duke of
Normandy, later William the Conqueror; if so, the be-
trothal never led to marriage.[20]

About January 1066, Haroldmarried Edith (or Ealdgyth),
daughter of Ælfgar, Earl of Mercia, and widow of
the Welsh prince Gruffydd ap Llywelyn. Edith had
two sons—possibly twins—named Harold and Ulf (born
around November 1066), both of whom survived into
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Coin of Harold II – British Museum

adulthood and probably lived out their lives in exile.
After her husband’s death, Edith is said to have fled for
refuge to her brothers, Edwin, Earl of Mercia andMorcar
of Northumbria, but both men made their peace with
King William initially before rebelling and losing their
lands and lives. Edith may have fled abroad (possibly
with Harold’s mother, Gytha, or with Harold’s daughter,
Gytha). Harold’s sons, Godwine and Edmund, fled to Ire-
land and then invaded Devon, but were defeated by Brian
of Brittany.[lower-alpha 4]

3.1 Family tree

4 Reign as king

At the end of 1065 King Edward the Confessor fell into
a coma without clarifying his preference for the suc-
cession. He died on 5 January 1066, according to the
Vita Ædwardi Regis, but not before briefly regaining con-
sciousness and commending his widow and the kingdom
to Harold’s “protection”. The intent of this charge re-
mains ambiguous, as is the Bayeux Tapestry, which sim-
ply depicts Edward pointing at a man thought to represent
Harold.[lower-alpha 5] When the Witenagemot convened the
next day they selected Harold to succeed,[lower-alpha 6] and
his coronation followed on 6 January, most likely held
in Westminster Abbey; though no evidence from the
time survives to confirm this.[22] Although later Norman
sources point to the suddenness of this coronation, the
reason may have been that all the nobles of the land were
present at Westminster for the feast of Epiphany, and not
because of any usurpation of the throne on Harold’s part.
In early January 1066, hearing of Harold’s coronation,
DukeWilliam II of Normandy began plans to invade Eng-

HIC RESIDET HAROLD REX ANGLORUM. STIGANT
ARCHIEP(I)S(COPUS). “Here sits Harold King of the En-
glish. Archbishop Stigand”. Scene immediately after crowning
of Harold by (according to the Norman tradition) Archbishop of
Canterbury Stigand (d.1072). detail from Bayeux Tapestry

land, building 700 warships and transports at Dives-sur-
Mer on the Normandy coast. Initially, William could not
get support for the invasion but, claiming that Harold had
sworn on sacred relics to support his claim to the throne
after having been shipwrecked at Ponthieu, William re-
ceived the Church’s blessing and nobles flocked to his
cause. In anticipation of the invasion, Harold assem-
bled his troops on the Isle of Wight, but the invasion
fleet remained in port for almost seven months, perhaps
due to unfavourable winds. On 8 September, with pro-
visions running out, Harold disbanded his army and re-
turned to London. On the same day Harald Hardrada of
Norway, who also claimed the English crown[lower-alpha 7]
joined Tostig and invaded, landing his fleet at the mouth
of the Tyne.
The invading forces of Hardrada and Tostig defeated the
English earls, Edwin of Mercia and Morcar of Northum-
bria, at the Battle of Fulford near York on 20 September
1066. They in turn were defeated and slain by Harold’s
army five days later at the Battle of Stamford Bridge,
Harold having led his army north on a forced march from
London in four days and having caught them by surprise.
According to Snorri Sturluson, before the battle a man
bravely rode up to Harald Hardrada and Tostig and of-
fered Tostig his earldom if he would but turn on Harald
Hardrada. When Tostig asked what his brother Harold
would be willing to give Harald Hardrada for his trou-
ble, the rider replied that he would be given seven feet of
ground as he was taller than other men. Harald Hardrada
was impressed with the rider and asked Tostig his name.
Tostig replied that the rider was none other than Harold
Godwinson.[23] According to Henry of Huntingdon, "Six
feet of ground or as much more as he needs, as he is taller
than most men", was Harold’s response. It is, however,
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4 7 BURIAL AND LEGACY

unknown whether this conversation ever took place.

5 Battle of Hastings

Main article: Battle of Hastings
On 12 September William’s fleet sailed.[lower-alpha 8] Sev-

Harold’s death depicted in the Bayeux Tapestry, reflecting the tra-
dition that Harold was killed by an arrow in the eye. The anno-
tation above states Harold Rex Interfectus Est, “Harold the King
was killed”.

eral ships sank in storms, and the fleet was forced to take
shelter at Saint-Valery-sur-Somme and wait for the wind
to change. On 27 September the Norman fleet finally
set sail for England, arriving, it is believed, the follow-
ing day at Pevensey on the coast of East Sussex. Harold’s
army marched 241 miles (386 kilometres) to intercept
William, who had landed perhaps 7000 men in Sussex,
southern England. Harold established his army in hastily
built earthworks near Hastings. The two armies clashed
at the Battle of Hastings, at Senlac Hill (near the present
town of Battle) close by Hastings on 14 October, where
after nine hours of hard fighting and probably less than
30 minutes from victory, Harold was killed and his forces
routed.[lower-alpha 9] His brothers Gyrth and Leofwine were
also killed in the battle.[24]

6 Death

The account of the battle, Carmen de Hastingae Proelio
(“Song of the Battle of Hastings”), said to have been writ-
ten shortly after the battle byGuy, Bishop ofAmiens, says
that Harold was killed by four knights, probably includ-
ing Duke William, and his body brutally dismembered.
Amatus of Montecassino's L'Ystoire de li Normant (“His-
tory of the Normans”), written thirty years after the bat-
tle of Hastings, is the first report of Harold being shot
in the eye with an arrow. Later accounts reflect one or
both of these two versions. A figure in the panel of the

Bayeux Tapestry with the inscription "Harold Rex Inter-
fectus Est" (Harold the King is killed) is depicted grip-
ping an arrow that has struck his eye, but some histori-
ans have questioned whether this man is intended to be
Harold, or if Harold is intended as the next figure lying to
the right almost prone, being mutilated beneath a horse’s
hooves. Etchings made of the Tapestry in the 1730s show
the standing figure with differing objects. Benoît’s 1729
sketch shows only a dotted line indicating stitch marks
without any indication of fletching (all other arrows in the
Tapestry are fletched). Bernard de Montfaucon’s 1730
engraving has a solid line resembling a spear being held
overhand matching the manner of the figure to the left.
Stothard’s 1819 water-colour drawing has, for the first
time, a fletched arrow in the figure’s eye. Although not
apparent in the earlier depictions, the Tapestry today has
stitch marks indicating the fallen figure once had an ar-
row in its eye. It has been proposed that the second figure
once had an arrow added by over-enthusiastic nineteenth-
century restorers that was later unstitched.[25] A further
suggestion is that both accounts are accurate, and that
Harold suffered first the eye wound, then the mutilation,
and the Tapestry is depicting both in sequence.

7 Burial and legacy

The spot where Harold died, which became the site of Battle
Abbey

The account of the contemporary chronicler William of
Poitiers, states that the body of Harold was given to
William Malet for burial:

“The two brothers of the King were found
near him and Harold himself, stripped of all
badges of honour, could not be identified by his
face but only by certain marks on his body. His
corpse was brought into the Duke’s camp, and
William gave it for burial toWilliam, surnamed
Malet, and not to Harold’s mother, who offered
for the body of her beloved son its weight in
gold. For the Duke thought it unseemly to re-
ceive money for such merchandise, and equally
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he considered it wrong that Harold should be
buried as his mother wished, since so many
men lay unburied because of his avarice. They
said in jest that he who had guarded the coast
with such insensate zeal should be buried by the
seashore”.[26]

Bosham Church: the lower three storeys of the tower are Saxon,
the top storey Norman

Another source states that Harold’s widow, Edith Swan-
nesha, was called to identify the body, which she did by
some private mark known only to her. Harold’s strong as-
sociation with Bosham, his birthplace, and the discovery
in 1954 of an Anglo-Saxon coffin in the church there, has
led some to suggest it as the place of King Harold’s burial.
A request to exhume a grave in Bosham church was re-
fused by the Diocese of Chichester in December 2003,
the Chancellor having ruled that the chances of establish-
ing the identity of the body as Harold’s were too slim to
justify disturbing a burial place.[27] A prior exhumation
had revealed the remains of a man, estimated at up to 60
years of age from photographs of the remains, lacking a
head, one leg and the lower part of his other leg, a de-
scription consistent with the fate of the king as recorded
in the Carmen. The poem also claims Harold was buried
by the sea, which is consistent with William of Poitiers’
account and with the identification of the grave at Bosham
Church that is only yards from Chichester Harbour and in
sight of the English Channel.[28]

There were legends of Harold’s body being given a proper
funeral years later in his church ofWalthamHoly Cross in
Essex, which he had refounded in 1060. Legends grew up

that Harold had not died at Hastings but instead fled Eng-
land or that he later ended his life as a hermit at Chester
or Canterbury.[29]

Harold’s son Ulf, along with Morcar and two others, were
released from prison by King William as he lay dying in
1087. Ulf threw his lot in with Robert Curthose, who
knighted him, and then disappeared from history. Two
of Harold’s other sons, Godwine and Edmund, invaded
England in 1068 and 1069 with the aid of Diarmait mac
Máel na mBó.[lower-alpha 10] They raided Cornwall as late
as 1082, but died in obscurity in Ireland.

8 Notes
[1] It could be argued that Edgar the Ætheling, who was pro-

claimed as king by the witan but never crowned, was really
the last Anglo-Saxon king.

[2] Edward may not have been blameless in this situation, as
at least one other man, Sweyn II of Denmark, also thought
Edward had promised him the succession.[17]

[3] At this time there were a range of spousal relationships,
from outright concubinage to fully recognised, church-
sanctioned marriages. There are no contemporary sources
for Harold’s marriages, just the writings of later Norman
chroniclers, who had a more church-centered view, and
also had motivation to diminish the status of Harold’s chil-
dren. Consequently, the exact status of the relationship
between King Harold and Edith the Fair is unclear.

[4] At midsummer in 1069, Brian and Alan the Black led a
force that defeated a raid by Godwine and Edmund, sons
of Harold Godwinson, who had sailed from Ireland with a
fleet of 64 ships to the mouth of the River Taw in Devon.
They had escaped to Leinster after the Battle of Hastings
in 1066 where they were hosted by Diarmait. In 1068
and 1069 Diarmait lent them the fleet of Dublin for their
attempted invasions of England.

[5] Frank Barlow points out that the author of the Vita, who
appears to have looked favourably on Harold, was writ-
ing after the Conquest and may have been intentionally
vague.[21]

[6] This was in preference to Edward’s great-nephew, Edgar
the Ætheling, who had yet to reach maturity.

[7] His claim came through a succession pact concluded be-
tween Harthacnut, king of England and Denmark, and
Magnus I of Norway, whereby the kingdoms of the first to
die were to pass to the survivor. Magnus had thus gained
Denmark on Harthacnut’s death but had not pursued the
other crown. Hardrada, uncle and heir of Magnus, now
claimed England on this basis.

[8] Historians do not accept that from January to Septem-
ber the wind was never favourable for an invasion as
William claimed. It is generally believed he knew of Har-
ald Hardrada’s plans and waited for Harold Godwinson to
be weakened or engaged with fighting in the north before
he proceeded with his own plans.
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[9] Battles of the time rarely lasted more than two hours be-
fore the weaker side capitulated, nine hours indicates the
determination of William. William’s forces had already
recovered from a near rout after reports he had been
killed, but William raised his visor to prove he was alive
and his men rallied. Battles were also not fought at night
and as Harold would receive fresh reinforcements in the
morning he was more or less assured of victory. Harold
was killed shortly before sunset.

[10] At midsummer in 1069, Brian of Brittany and Alan the
Black led a force that defeated a raid by Godwine and Ed-
mund, sons of Harold Godwinson, who had sailed from
Ireland with a fleet of 64 ships to the mouth of the River
Taw in Devon. They had escaped to Leinster after the
Battle of Hastings in 1066 where they were hosted by
Diarmait. In 1068 and 1069 Diarmait lent them the fleet
of Dublin for their attempted invasions of England.

9 Citations
[1] DeVries Norwegian Invasion

[2] Walker Harold p. 10

[3] Barlow Feudal Kingdom p. 451

[4] Walker Harold pp. 7–9

[5] Walker Harold p. 12

[6] Walker Harold pp. 13–15

[7] Walker Harold p. 16

[8] Walker Harold pp. 17–18

[9] Mason House of Godwine p. 10

[10] Rex Harold p. 31

[11] Walker Harold pp. 18–19

[12] Barlow Edward the Confessor p. 74

[13] Walker Harold p. 20

[14] Walker Harold pp. 127–128

[15] Walker Harold p. 22

[16] Walker Harold pp. 24–25

[17] Howarth 1066 pp. 69–70

[18] Bayeux Tapestry, in which the place is called in Latin Bel-
rem

[19] Howarth 1066 pp. 71–72

[20] Round "Adeliza (d 1066?)" Dictionary of National Biog-
raphy

[21] Barlow Edward the Confessor p. 251

[22] Westminster Abbey Official site – Coronations

[23] Sturluson King Harald’s Saga p. 149

[24] Anglo-Saxon Chronicle (D and E), 1066

[25] Eighteenth century etchings of the tapestry

[26] William of Poitiers Gesta Guillelmi II Ducis Normanno-
rum in English Historical Documents 1042–1189 p.229

[27] In reHoly Trinity, Bosham [2004] Fam 124— decision of
the Chichester Consistory Court regarding opening King
Harold’s supposed grave.

[28] The Debate concerning the remains found in Bosham
Church Bosham Online Magazine 25 November 2003 Up-
dated to include the Chancellor’s ruling of 10 December
2003

[29] Walker Harold pp. 181–182

10 References

• Barlow, Frank (1970). Edward the Confessor. Los
Angeles, California: University of California Press.

• Barlow, Frank (1988). The Feudal Kingdom of Eng-
land 1042–1216 (Fourth ed.). New York: Long-
man. ISBN 0-582-49504-0.

• DeVries, K. (1999). The Norwegian Invasion of
England in 1066. Woodbridge, UK: Boydell Press.
ISBN 0-85115-763-7.

• Howarth, David (1983). 1066: The Year of the Con-
quest. Penguin Books.

• Mason, Emma (2004). House of Godwine: The His-
tory of Dynasty. London: Hambledon & London.
ISBN 1-85285-389-1.

• Moss, Vladimir (2007). “The Fall of Orthodox Eng-
land: The Spiritual Roots of the Norman Conquest,
1043–1087”.

• Rex, Peter (2005). Harold II: The Doomed Saxon
King. Stroud, UK: Tempus. ISBN 978-0-7394-
7185-2.

• Round, J. H. (1885). “Adeliza (d 1066?)".
Dictionary of National Biography Vol. I. Smith, El-
der & Co. Retrieved 9 November 2009.

• Sturluson, Snorri (1966). King Harald’s Saga. Bal-
timore, Maryland: Penguin Books.

• William of Poitiers, Gesta Guillelmi II Ducis Nor-
mannorum, or “The Deeds of William II, Duke of
the Normans”. Quoted by David C. Douglas &
George W. Greenaway (eds.), in: English Historical
Documents 1042–1189, London, 1959

• Walker, Ian (2000). Harold the Last Anglo-Saxon
King. Gloucestershire: Wrens Park. ISBN 0-905-
778-464.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Midsummer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brian_of_Brittany
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alan_the_Black
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alan_the_Black
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/River_Taw
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/River_Taw
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Devon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Hastings
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diarmait_mac_M%C3%A1el_na_mB%C3%B3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dublin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bayeux_Tapestry
http://www.oxforddnb.com/templates/olddnb.jsp?articleid=164
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dictionary_of_National_Biography
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dictionary_of_National_Biography
http://www.westminster-abbey.org/our-history/royals/coronations
http://www.angelfire.com/rnb/bayeux_tapestry/benoit_lancelot.html
http://www.bosham.org/bosham-magazine/history/King-Harold-remains.htm
http://www.bosham.org/bosham-magazine/history/King-Harold-remains.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frank_Barlow_(historian)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0-582-49504-0
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0-85115-763-7
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/1-85285-389-1
http://www.orthodoxchristianbooks.com/downloads/104_THE_FALL_OF_ORTHODOX_ENGLAND.pdf
http://www.orthodoxchristianbooks.com/downloads/104_THE_FALL_OF_ORTHODOX_ENGLAND.pdf
http://www.orthodoxchristianbooks.com/downloads/104_THE_FALL_OF_ORTHODOX_ENGLAND.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-0-7394-7185-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-0-7394-7185-2
http://www.oxforddnb.com/templates/olddnb.jsp?articleid=164
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dictionary_of_National_Biography
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0-905-778-464
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0-905-778-464


7

11 External links
• BBC Historic Figures: Harold II (Godwineson)
(c.1020 – 1066)

• Portraits of King Harold II (Harold Godwineson) at
the National Portrait Gallery, London

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/harold_ii_godwineson.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/harold_ii_godwineson.shtml
http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/person.php?LinkID=mp02053
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Portrait_Gallery,_London


8 12 TEXT AND IMAGE SOURCES, CONTRIBUTORS, AND LICENSES

12 Text and image sources, contributors, and licenses

12.1 Text

• Harold Godwinson Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harold%20Godwinson?oldid=648836208 Contributors: David Parker, Elo-
quence, Vicki Rosenzweig, Mav, Shsilver, Deb, William Avery, Zoe, Mintguy, Isis, Montrealais, Leandrod, Llywrch, Lezek, Ixfd64,
Ellywa, Ahoerstemeier, Muriel Gottrop, Gerhard, Glenn, Andres, RickK, Magnus.de, Timc, Pedant17, Tpbradbury, Lord Emsworth,
Renke, Warofdreams, Johnleemk, Dimadick, Phil Boswell, Robbot, PBS, Kristof vt, Securiger, Costello, Postdlf, Wjhonson, Geogre,
Hadal, Saforrest, Wereon, Spellbinder, Anthony, TOO, Marius, Wiglaf, Brian Kendig, Everyking, Seraosha, Rpyle731, Per Honor et Glo-
ria, Jackol, Bobblewik, Tagishsimon, Golbez, Shinjinee, Tipiac, ChicXulub, Fergananim, Utcursch, OverlordQ, MisfitToys, Jossi, Pman-
derson, Necrothesp, Icairns, Gscshoyru, Sephiroth9611, TonyW, Neutrality, Joyous!, Buickid, Ukexpat, JohnArmagh, Trevor MacInnis,
Mike Rosoft, Ulflarsen, Discospinster, Rich Farmbrough, Paul August, Stbalbach, ESkog, RoyBoy, Bobo192, Smalljim, Adraeus, Havard,
Adrian, JW1805, Ertly, Alphax, Rje, Sam Korn, Polylerus, Amcl, Ranveig, Schissel, Alansohn, Arthena, Andrew Gray, Garfield226,
Snowolf, L33th4x0rguy, Dabbler, Tony Sidaway, Ghirlandajo, AlexTiefling, Fdewaele, Haverton, FeanorStar7, PatGallacher, WadeSim-
Miser, Ostrich, Mississippienne, Bbatsell, Damicatz, Tickle me, Isnow, LadyofHats, Zzyzx11, Miwasatoshi, Brendanconway, Audiovideo,
GraemeLeggett, Mandarax, Tokle, Stmoose, Sjakkalle, Rjwilmsi, Angusmclellan, Coemgenus, Hiberniantears, MarnetteD, Yamamoto
Ichiro, FlaBot, Ian Pitchford, Markiliffe, RJP, Margosbot, RexNL, Gurch, Mark J, NoSeptember, Brendan Moody, Gareth E Kegg, Im-
notminkus, Chobot, Jaraalbe, VolatileChemical, YurikBot, RobotE, Cyferx, Peter G Werner, Brandmeister (old), RussBot, Kauffner, Dan-
barnesdavies, Stephenb, Gaius Cornelius, Eleassar, Rsrikanth05, Wimt, ML, Shanel, NawlinWiki, Wiki alf, The Ogre, Grafen, Chick
Bowen, RazorICE, Irishguy, Juggins, Snagglepuss, Anxietydescending, Tonywalton, Jezzabr, Mugunth Kumar, Laszlo Panaflex, Snuppy,
Joshmaul, Theda, Closedmouth, Pb30, Valiant Son, JoanneB, Iwalters, ArielGold, Curpsbot-unicodify, Whouk, RG2, Philip Stevens,
Bibliomaniac15, Nick Michael, Luk, Sardanaphalus, Amalthea, Myrabella, SmackBot, Elonka, Nickhk, Unschool, Iacobus, Jdoniach,
Martin.Budden, Aetheling1125, Thunderboltz, Pennywisdom2099, Matthuxtable, Eskimbot, Jab843, TharkunColl, Alsandro, Srnec, Ty-
poDotOrg, AdamCarden, Mifren, Gilliam, Ohnoitsjamie, Betacommand, Rmosler2100, Chris the speller, CKA3KA, Persian Poet Gal,
Jprg1966, MalafayaBot, Bazonka, Sadads, Colonies Chris, Darth Panda, GoodDay, George Ho, Msspurlock, Tsca.bot, Greenshed, Mr.Z-
man, Jmlk17, Freek Verkerk, Nakon, Weregerbil, David Lion-West, S@bre, Andrew Dalby, Oneilius, L337p4wn, RGCorris, Rory096,
Britishink, Kuru, John, Wtwilson3, Mat8989, Regan123, Sir Nicholas de Mimsy-Porpington, Edwy, Mon Vier, Ben Moore, The Man
in Question, RandomCritic, Paradoxsociety, JHunterJ, MarkSutton, 34033, Ft1, CUTKD, Martian.knight, Neddyseagoon, Midnightblue-
owl, Novangelis, ShakingSpirit, Norm mit, Cnbrb, Iridescent, J Di, AlexWelens, Courcelles, Tawkerbot2, Evilasiangenius, Ale jrb, Mat-
tbr, Calibanu, Squigian, Nczempin, NickW557, Evilhairyhamster, WeggeBot, Tim1988, Chicheley, Charlie Huggard, Jowan2005, Cyde-
bot, Mike Christie, Red Director, Tawkerbot4, Shirulashem, DumbBOT, BenShade, Walgamanus, Finn krogstad, Mr Gronk, Thijs!bot,
Epbr123, Barticus88, Kro666, Pajz, Vidor, Vincentvivi, Snorri2, RFerreira, MichaelT1979, EdJohnston, Ludde23, Oreo Priest, Men-
tifisto, AntiVandalBot, Seaphoto, Ozzieboy, Jj137, NJW494, Ghmyrtle, Gökhan, Darrenhusted, JAnDbot, MER-C, Asnac, Bread2, Almei-
dlm, Hut 8.5, PhilKnight, Rothorpe, .anacondabot, Pharillon, Bongwarrior, VoABot II, Wikidudeman, JNW, Hickoryhillster, Twsx, Cil-
str, WikieWikieWikie, Berig, BatteryIncluded, 28421u2232nfenfcenc, Gallicrow, Astead@ntlworld.com, DerHexer, Rickedmo, Peifferc,
Seba5618, Amitchell125, 52 Pickup, Agricolae, Goiobre, HOT L Baltimore, Rettetast, Tholly, AlexiusHoratius, DavidSTaylor, KTo288,
LittleOldMe old, Dudley Miles, J.delanoy, Pharaoh of the Wizards, PCock, DrKiernan, PurpleHz, Tifirelover87, Thegreenj, Tomgibbons,
Didgeman, Cop 663, Maproom, LordAnubisBOT, Ignatzmice, Mjb1981, 83d40m, Kansas Bear, Atheuz, Cometstyles, STBotD, Useight,
WLRoss, Wdgwdgwdg, Idioma-bot, Draconar, Benstrider, VolkovBot, ABF, Castles99uk, Cadby Waydell Bainbrydge, Philip Trueman,
DUBJAY04, Dpodoll68, Charlesdrakew, Prolethead, DennyColt, Slysplace, Mudiej10, Jackfork, David in DC, Maxim, MacPhilbin, Syn-
thebot, PateraIncus, Brianga, Logan, Scottywong, EmxBot, Ian ragazzini, Caddyman21157, Ponyo, SieBot, Kfc1864, Plinul cel tanar,
Dawn Bard, SE7, Notneb82, Keilana, Exert, Oxymoron83, Yone Fernandes, Lightmouse, SH84, Ealdgyth, Amcfadgen, OKBot, Nancy,
Adilabdulrehman, Werldwayd, G.-M. Cupertino, Janggeom, StaticGull, DRTllbrg, Denisarona, Escape Orbit, Faithlessthewonderboy,
Loren.wilton, Sfan00 IMG, ClueBot, LAX, Deanlaw, The Thing That Should Not Be, Tikalada, Jan1nad, Zburh, Niceguyedc, Jonund,
Blanchardb, Richerman, Piledhigheranddeeper, Excirial, Romantic egotist, Streona, Electrobe, Robbie098, Tyler, Fep70, NuclearWarfare,
Chris tyldesley, EivindJ, Thehelpfulone, Another Believer, Tseno Maximov, Jtle515, Aitias, Mattissa, Simmo55, Scalhotrod, Jeffrey Word-
smith, SoxBot III, Oore, Dougatwiki, Lily pullen, RogDel, Benpetben, PseudoOne, Rror, UnionJack123, Yerface, Sesquihypercerebral,
Little Mountain 5, Peetred, Jasynnash2, Alexius08, ZooFari, Dwilso, Surtsicna, Lardmonger, HexaChord, Luwilt, Felix Folio Secundus,
Willymammoth, Addbot, Blanche of King’s Lynn, Some jerk on the Internet, TheWyseOne, Ave Caesar, AkhtaBot, Mashman2k8, Cana-
dianLinuxUser, Chamal N, Zero no Kamen, Chzz, Favonian, ACM2, The Quill, Meaty Weenies, Numbo3-bot, Ehrenkater, Wholetone,
Lightbot, Avono, Gail, CountryBot, Alexw95, Legobot, Drpickem, Luckas-bot, Yobot, II MusLiM HyBRiD II, The Emperor’s New Spy,
Mmxx, Gregory1918, THEN WHO WAS PHONE?, ShadowPheonix, AnakngAraw, Gabriel steger, AnomieBOT, Marauder40, Kristen
Eriksen, YeshuaDavid, Footballstatsfan, Kingpin13, Sz-iwbot, Ulric1313, Flewis, Bluerasberry, Materialscientist, Cyan22, Danno uk, Ci-
tation bot, Frog on the Bog, Bob Burkhardt, Xqbot, Addihockey10, JimVC3, Capricorn42, Whatthebeep, Cavila, Gilo1969, Igloo789,
Psunshine87, Anonymous from the 21st century, Dehoward, Omnipaedista, RibotBOT, Lechasseur360, Doulos Christos, Randombrawler,
Erik9, A.amitkumar, FrescoBot, DavidBruta, Bjarkvin112, Alxeedo, Cannolis, Rudicrus, Adlerbot, DefaultsortBot, 10metreh, Skyerise,
SpaceFlight89, Île flottante, NarSakSasLee, Canyoustandonyourhead?, Kevintampa5, Bodrugan, Jauhienij, Brianann MacAmhlaidh, The-
GrimReaper NS, Jeffrd10, DARTH SIDIOUS 2, Mindy Dirt, DRAGON BOOSTER, Hajatvrc, ULTRAGOTHA, EmausBot, Portunes,
Amubhai2010, Mrcoolio999, Tommy2010, Wikipelli, John of Lancaster, Lobsterthermidor, ZéroBot, PBS-AWB, Fæ, NicatronTg, Cobalt-
cigs, Lmaa2, Ebrambot, Bakeysaur99, Laurelenril, Tolly4bolly, Jsayre64, L1A1 FAL, Ianatheling, 19thPharaoh, KING PENGUIN 12345,
DASHBotAV,Whoopwhoop pull up, Petrb, ClueBot NG, PlayerJ124, This lousy T-shirt, Tomorrow’s Guides, Asukite, Mannanan51,Widr,
Peaceingalaxy, Helpful Pixie Bot, Nestormahkno, Gagemommyra, Arnavchaudhary, Krcoops, Gael13011, VIKINGOISC, Spottytherotter,
Tinynanorobots, Cyberpower678, Oleryhlolsson, Piguy101, Dainomite, OISC HENGESTSSON, Tyrannus Mundi, Anbu121, Tomh903,
Cyberbot II, YFdyh-bot, MadGuy7023, Webclient101, Mogism, VIAFbot, SFK2, Graphium, HullIntegrity, Nimetapoeg, Epicgenius,
FallingGravity, Red-eyed demon, Hassan kilo, Marioisa1, Everymorning, Jakec, LordWiltshire1529, William w staffilino, Babitaarora,
Glynn Holloway, Joedingles, Ginsuloft, Blurred203, JoshNEWK1998, Jianhui67, Jackmcbarn, Xanthomelanoussprog, Frenzie23, Param
Mudgal, LegoSpongeBob3816, Malcolmmwa, Lobo De la Sombra, Skr15081997, Peath1, Wjartuso, TomokoKuroki, Pingaz, Dexter0023,
Waynegreg, Bpoic, 21isvine and Anonymous: 866

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harold%2520Godwinson?oldid=648836208


12.2 Images 9

12.2 Images
• File:Basse-Normandie_flag.svg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/10/Flag_of_Basse-Normandie.svg Li-
cense: GFDL Contributors: own work + <a href='//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Haute-Normandie_flag.svg' class='image'><img
alt='Haute-Normandie flag.svg' src='//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/b/bf/Haute-Normandie_flag.svg/
30px-Haute-Normandie_flag.svg.png' width='30' height='18' srcset='//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/b/bf/
Haute-Normandie_flag.svg/45px-Haute-Normandie_flag.svg.png 1.5x, //upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/b/bf/
Haute-Normandie_flag.svg/60px-Haute-Normandie_flag.svg.png 2x' data-file-width='500' data-file-height='300' /></a> Original artist:
Zorlot

• File:Bayeux_Tapestry_scene23_Harold_sacramentum_fecit_Willelmo_duci.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/
commons/7/7a/Bayeux_Tapestry_scene23_Harold_sacramentum_fecit_Willelmo_duci.jpg License: Public domain Contributors: Own
work Original artist: Myrabella

• File:Bayeux_Tapestry_scene57_Harold_death.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/bb/Bayeux_Tapestry_
scene57_Harold_death.jpg License: Public domain Contributors: Own work Original artist: Myrabella

• File:Bosham_Church_Tower.JPG Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b8/Bosham_Church_Tower.JPG Li-
cense: Public domain Contributors: Transferred from en.wikipedia to Commons by User:Grahamec using CommonsHelper. Original artist:
Charlesdrakew at en.wikipedia

• File:Flag_of_Brittany.svg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/7d/Flag_of_Brittany.svg License: Public domain
Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_England.svg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/b/be/Flag_of_England.svg License: Public domainContrib-
utors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Harold_II_1066.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/44/Harold_II_1066.jpg License: Public domain
Contributors: Own work by uploader, photographed at British Museum Original artist: PHGCOM

• File:Harold_stone.JPG Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/41/Harold_stone.JPG License: Public domain Con-
tributors: Photo taken by Néstor Daza Original artist: Néstor Daza

• File:KingHarold_Coronation_BayeuxTapestry.PNG Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/77/KingHarold_
Coronation_BayeuxTapestry.PNG License: Public domain Contributors: Cropped from commons File:BayeuxTapestryScene30-31.jpg
Original artist: Norman or English embroiderers

• File:Padlock-silver-light.svg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/28/Padlock-silver-light.svg License: CC0
Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Wikiquote-logo.svg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/fa/Wikiquote-logo.svg License: Public domain
Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

12.3 Content license
• Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/10/Flag_of_Basse-Normandie.svg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Zorlot
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/7a/Bayeux_Tapestry_scene23_Harold_sacramentum_fecit_Willelmo_duci.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/7a/Bayeux_Tapestry_scene23_Harold_sacramentum_fecit_Willelmo_duci.jpg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Myrabella
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/bb/Bayeux_Tapestry_scene57_Harold_death.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/bb/Bayeux_Tapestry_scene57_Harold_death.jpg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Myrabella
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b8/Bosham_Church_Tower.JPG
http://en.wikipedia.org/
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Grahamec
http://tools.wikimedia.de/~magnus/commonshelper.php
//en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:Charlesdrakew
http://en.wikipedia.org/
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/7d/Flag_of_Brittany.svg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/b/be/Flag_of_England.svg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/44/Harold_II_1066.jpg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:PHGCOM
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/41/Harold_stone.JPG
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/77/KingHarold_Coronation_BayeuxTapestry.PNG
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/77/KingHarold_Coronation_BayeuxTapestry.PNG
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/28/Padlock-silver-light.svg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/fa/Wikiquote-logo.svg
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

	Family background
	Powerful nobleman
	Harold in northern France

	Marriages and children
	Family tree

	Reign as king
	Battle of Hastings
	Death
	Burial and legacy
	Notes
	Citations
	References
	External links
	Text and image sources, contributors, and licenses
	Text
	Images
	Content license


