Edward the Confessor
Edward the Confessor[1] (between 1003 and 1005 – 4 or
5 January 1066), son of Æthelred the Unready and Emma
of Normandy, was one of the last Anglo-Saxon kings of
England and is usually regarded as the last king of the
House of Wessex, ruling from 1042 to 1066.[2]

raids and invasions under Sweyn Forkbeard and his son,
Cnut. Following Sweyn’s seizure of the throne in 1013,
Emma ﬂed to Normandy, followed by Edward and Alfred, and then by Æthelred. Sweyn died in February
1014, and leading Englishmen invited Æthelred back on
condition that he promised to rule 'more justly' than before. Æthelred agreed, sending Edward back with his
ambassadors.[9] Æthelred died in April 1016, and he
was succeeded by Edward’s older half brother Edmund
Ironside, who carried on the ﬁght against Sweyn’s son,
Cnut. According to Scandinavian tradition, Edward
fought alongside Edmund; as Edward was at most thirteen years old at the time, the story is disputed.[10][11] Edmund died in November 1016, and Cnut became undisputed king. Edward then again went into exile with
his brother and sister; his mother had no taste for the
sidelines, and in 1017 she married Cnut.[3] In the same
year Cnut had Edward’s last surviving elder half-brother,
Eadwig, executed, leaving Edward as the leading AngloSaxon claimant to the throne.

Edward has traditionally been seen as unworldly and pious, and his reign is notable for the disintegration of royal
power in England and the advance in power of the Godwin family. His biographers, Frank Barlow and Peter
Rex, dispute this, picturing him as a successful king, who
was energetic, resourceful and sometimes ruthless, but
whose reputation has been unfairly tarnished by the Norman conquest shortly after his death.[3][4] Other historians regard this positive picture as only partly true, and not
at all in the later part of his reign. In the view of Richard
Mortimer, the return of the Godwins from exile in 1052
“meant the eﬀective end of his exercise of power”. The
diﬀerence in his level of activity from the earlier part of
his reign “implies a withdrawal from aﬀairs”.[5]
Edward succeeded Cnut the Great's son Harthacnut,
restoring the rule of the House of Wessex after the period
of Danish rule since Cnut conquered England in 1016.
When Edward died in 1066 he was succeeded by Harold
Godwinson, who was defeated and killed in the same
year by the Normans under William the Conqueror at the
Battle of Hastings.
Edward is called Confessor, the name for someone believed to have lived a saintly life but who was not a
martyr,[6] in Latin S. Eduardus Confessor rex Anglorum,
as opposed to S. Eduardus Martyr rex Anglorum. He was
canonised in 1161 by Pope Alexander III, and is commemorated on 13 October by both the Church of England
and the Roman Catholic Church in England and Wales.
Saint Edward was one of the national saints of England
until King Edward III adopted Saint George as patron
saint in about 1350.[7]
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Penny of Edward the Confessor

Early years and exile

Edward spent a quarter of a century in exile, probably
mainly in Normandy, although there is no evidence of
his location until the early 1030s. He probably received
support from his sister Godgifu, who married Drogo of
Mantes, count of Vexin in about 1024. In the early 1030s
Edward witnessed four charters in Normandy, signing
two of them as king of England. According to the Norman chronicler, William of Jumièges, Robert I, Duke
During his childhood England was the target of Viking of Normandy attempted an invasion of England to place
Edward was the seventh son of Æthelred the Unready,
and the ﬁrst by his second wife, Emma of Normandy. Edward was born between 1003 and 1005 in Islip, Oxfordshire,[3] and is ﬁrst recorded as a 'witness’ to two charters
in 1005. He had one full brother, Alfred, and a sister,
Godgifu. In charters he was always listed behind his older
half-brothers, showing that he ranked behind them.[8]
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Edward on the throne in about 1034, but it was blown
oﬀ course to Jersey. He also received support for his
claim to the throne from a number of continental abbots,
particularly Robert, abbot of the Norman abbey of Jumièges, who was later to become Edward’s Archbishop
of Canterbury.[12] Edward was said to have developed an
intense personal piety during this period, but modern historians regard this as a product of the later medieval campaign for his canonisation. In Frank Barlow’s view “in his
lifestyle would seem to have been that of a typical member of the rustic nobility”.[3][13] He appeared to have a
slim prospect of acceding to the English throne during
this period, and his ambitious mother was more interested
in supporting Harthacnut, her son by Cnut.[3][14]
Cnut died in 1035, and Harthacnut succeeded him as king
of Denmark. It is unclear whether he was intended to
have England as well, but he was too much occupied in
defending his position in Denmark to come to England to
make good any claim. It was therefore decided that his
elder half-brother, Harold Harefoot should act as regent,
while Emma held Wessex on Harthacnut’s behalf.[15] In
1036 Edward and his brother Alfred separately came
to England. Emma later claimed that they came in response to a letter inviting them to visit her that was
forged by Harold, but historians believe that she probably
did invite them in an eﬀort to counter Harold’s growing
popularity.[3][16] Alfred was captured by Godwin, Earl of
Wessex who turned him over to Harold Harefoot. He had
Alfred blinded by forcing red-hot pokers into his eyes to
make him unsuitable for kingship, and Alfred died soon
after as a result of his wounds. The murder is thought
to be the source of much of Edward’s later hatred for the
Earl and one of the primary reasons for Godwin’s banishment in autumn 1051.[13] Edward is said to have fought a
successful skirmish near Southampton, and then retreated
back to Normandy.[17][18] He thus showed his prudence,
but he had some reputation as a soldier in Normandy and
Scandinavia.[19]
In 1037 Harold was accepted as king, and the following year he expelled Emma, who retreated to Bruges.
She then summoned Edward and demanded his help for
Harthacnut, but he refused as he had no resources to
launch an invasion, and disclaimed any interest for himself in the throne.[3][19] Harthacnut, his position in Denmark now secure, did plan an invasion, but Harold died in
1040, and Harthacnut was able to cross unopposed with
his mother to take the English throne.

2 EARLY REIGN
continue the laws of Cnut.[20] According to the AngloSaxon Chronicle Edward was sworn in as king alongside
Harthacnut, but a diploma issued by Harthacnut in 1042
describes him as the king’s brother.[21]

2 Early reign

A sealed writ of Edward the Confessor

Following Harthacnut’s death on 8 June 1042, Godwin,
the most powerful of the English earls, supported Edward, who succeeded to the throne.[3] The Anglo-Saxon
Chronicle describes the popularity he enjoyed at his accession – “before he [Harthacnut] was buried, all the people chose Edward as king in London.”[22] Edward was
crowned at the cathedral of Winchester, the royal seat of
the West Saxons, on 3 April 1043.
Edward complained that his mother had “done less for
him than he wanted before he became king, and also afterwards”. In November 1043 he rode to Winchester with
his three leading earls, Leofric of Mercia, Godwin and
Siward of Northumbria, to deprive her of her property,
possibly because she was holding on to treasure which belonged to the king. Her adviser, Stigand, was deprived of
his bishopric of Elmham in East Anglia. However, both
were soon restored to favour. Emma died in 1052.[23]
Edward’s position when he came to the throne was weak.
Eﬀective rule required keeping on terms with the three
leading earls, but loyalty to the ancient house of Wessex
had been eroded by the period of Danish rule, and only
Leofric was descended from a family which had served
Æthelred. Siward was probably Danish, and although
Godwin was English, he was one of Cnut’s new men, married to Cnut’s former sister-in-law. However, in his early
years Edward restored the traditional strong monarchy,
showing himself, in Frank Barlow’s view, “a vigorous and
ambitious man, a true son of the impetuous Æthelred and
the formidable Emma.”[3]

In 1041, Harthacnut invited Edward back to England,
probably as heir because he knew he had not long to
live.[15] The 12th century Quadripartitus, in an account
regarded as convincing by historian John Maddicott,
states that he was recalled by the intervention of Bishop
Ælfwine of Winchester and Earl Godwin. Edward met
“the thegns of all England” at Hursteshever, probably
Hurst Head, a shingle spit opposite the Isle of Wight
which was the site of the later Hurst Castle. There he In 1043 Godwin’s eldest son Sweyn was appointed to an
was received as king in return for his oath that he would earldom in the south-west midlands, and on 23 January
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1045 Edward married Godwin’s daughter Edith. Soon afterwards, her brother Harold and her Danish cousin Beorn
Estrithson, were also given earldoms in southern England. Godwin and his family now ruled subordinately all
of Southern England. However, in 1047 Sweyn was banished for abducting the Abbess of Leominster. In 1049
he returned to try to regain his earldom, but this was said
to have been opposed by Harold and Beorn, probably because they had been given Sweyn’s land in his absence.
Sweyn murdered his cousin Beorn and went again into exile, and Edward’s nephew, Ralph was given Beorn’s earldom, but the following year Sweyn’s father was able to
secure his reinstatement.[24]
The wealth of Edward’s lands exceeded that of the greatest earls, but they were scattered among the southern earldoms. He had no personal powerbase, and he does not
seem to have attempted to build one. In 1050–51 he
even paid oﬀ the fourteen foreign ships which constituted
his standing navy and abolished the tax raised to pay for
it.[3][25] However in ecclesiastical and foreign aﬀairs he
was able to follow his own policy. King Magnus of Norway aspired to the English throne, and in 1045 and 1046,
fearing an invasion, Edward took command of the ﬂeet
at Sandwich. Beorn’s elder brother, Sweyn of Denmark
“submitted himself to Edward as a son”, hoping for his
help in his battle with Magnus for control of Denmark,
but in 1047 Edward rejected Godwin’s demand that he
send aid to Sweyn, and it was only Magnus’s death in October that saved England from attack and allowed Sweyn
to take the Danish throne.[3]
Modern historians reject the traditional view that Edward
mainly employed Norman favourites, but he did have foreigners in his household, including a few Normans, who
became unpopular. Chief among them was Robert, abbot of the Norman abbey of Jumièges, who had known
Edward from the 1030s and came to England with him in
1041, becoming bishop of London in 1043. According to
the Vita Edwardi, he became “always the most powerful
conﬁdential adviser to the king”.[26]
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The crisis of 1051–1052

In ecclesiastical appointments, Edward and his advisers
showed a bias against candidates with local connections,
and when the clergy and monks of Canterbury elected a
relative of Godwin as Archbishop of Canterbury in 1051,
Edward rejected him and appointed Robert of Jumièges,
who claimed that Godwin was in illegal possession of
some archiepiscopal estates. In September Edward was
visited by his brother-in-law, Godgifu’s second husband,
Eustace, count of Boulogne. His men caused an aﬀray
in Dover, and Edward ordered Godwin as earl of Kent to
punish the town’s burgesses, but he took their side and
refused. Edward seized the chance to bring his overmighty earl to heel. Archbishop Robert accused Godwin
of plotting to kill the king, just as he had killed his brother

Edward’s seal: SIGILLVM EADWARDI ANGLORVM BASILEI
(Seal of Edward crowned/King of the English).

Alfred in 1036, while Leofric and Siward supported the
king and called up their vassals. Sweyn and Harold called
up their own vassals, but neither side wanted a ﬁght, and
Godwin and Sweyn appear to have each given a son as
hostage, who were sent to Normandy. The Godwins’ position disintegrated as their men were not willing to ﬁght
the king. When Stigand, who was acting as intermediary, conveyed the king’s jest that Godwin could have his
peace if he could restore Alfred and his companions alive
and well, Godwin and his sons ﬂed, going to Flanders
and Ireland.[3] Edward repudiated Edith and sent her to a
nunnery, perhaps because she was childless,[27] and Archbishop Robert urged her divorce.[3]
Sweyn went on pilgrimage to Jerusalem (dying on his way
back), but Godwin and his other sons returned with an
army following a year later, and received considerable
support, while Leofric and Siward failed to support the
king. Both sides were concerned that a civil war would
leave the country open to foreign invasion. The king was
furious, but he was forced to give way and restore Godwin
and Harold to their earldoms, while Robert of Jumièges
and other Frenchmen ﬂed, fearing Godwin’s vengeance.
Edith was restored as queen, and Stigand, who had again
acted as an intermediary between the two sides in the crisis, was appointed Archbishop of Canterbury in Robert’s
place. Stigand retained his existing bishopric of Winchester, and his pluralism was to be a continuing source
of dispute with the pope.[3][28] Edward’s nephew, Earl
Ralph, who had been one of his chief supporters in the
crisis of 1051–52, may have received Sweyn’s marcher
earldom of Hereford at this time.[29]
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5 THE SUCCESSION

Later reign

Until the mid-1050s Edward was able to structure his
earldoms so as to prevent the Godwins becoming dominant. Godwin himself died in 1053 and although Harold
succeeded to his earldom of Wessex, none of his other
brothers were earls at this date. His house was then
weaker than it had been since Edward’s succession, but
a succession of deaths in 1055–57 completely changed
the picture. In 1055 Siward died but his son was considered too young to command Northumbria, and Harold’s
brother, Tostig was appointed. In 1057 Leofric and
Ralph died, and Leofric’s son Ælfgar succeeded as Earl
of Mercia, while Harold’s brother Gyrth succeeded Ælfgar as Earl of East Anglia. The fourth surviving Godwin
brother, Leofwine, was given an earldom in the southeast carved out of Harold’s territory, and Harold received
Ralph’s territory in compensation. Thus by 1057 the
Godwin brothers controlled all of England subordinately
apart from Mercia. It is not known whether Edward approved of this transformation or whether he had to accept
it, but from this time he seems to have begun to withdraw
from active politics, devoting himself to hunting, which
he pursued each day after attending church.[3][30]

Harold meeting Edward shortly before his death, depicted in
scene 25 of the Bayeux Tapestry

lowers. They nominated Morcar, the brother of Edwin of
Mercia, as earl, and invited the brothers to join them in
marching south. They met Harold at Northampton, and
Tostig accused Harold before the king of conspiring with
the rebels. Tostig seems to have been a favourite with the
king and queen, who demanded that the revolt be suppressed, but neither Harold nor anyone else would ﬁght to
support Tostig. Edward was forced to submit to his banishment, and the humiliation may have caused a series of
strokes which led to his death.[3][34] He was too weak to
In the 1050s, Edward pursued an aggressive, and gener- attend the dedication of his new church at Westminster,
ally successful, policy in dealing with Scotland and Wales. which was then still incomplete, on 28 December.
Malcolm Canmore was an exile at Edward’s court af- Edward probably entrusted the kingdom to Harold and
ter Macbeth killed his father, Duncan I, and seized the Edith shortly before he died on 4 or 5 January 1066. On 6
Scottish throne. In 1054 Edward sent Siward to invade January he was buried in Westminster Abbey, and Harold
Scotland. He defeated Macbeth, and Malcolm, who had was crowned on the same day.[3]
accompanied the expedition, gained control of southern
Scotland. By 1058 Malcolm had killed Macbeth in battle
and taken the Scottish throne. In 1059 he visited Edward,
but in 1061 he started raiding Northumbria with the aim 5 The succession
of adding it to his territory.[3][31]
In 1053 Edward ordered the assassination of the south
Welsh prince Rhys ap Rhydderch in reprisal for a raid on
England, and Rhys’s head was delivered to him.[3] In 1055
Gruﬀydd ap Llywelyn established himself as the ruler of
all Wales, and allied himself with Ælfgar of Mercia, who
had been outlawed for treason. They defeated Earl Ralph
at Hereford, and Harold had to collect forces from nearly
all of England to drive the invaders back into Wales.
Peace was concluded with the reinstatement of Ælfgar,
who was able to succeed as Earl of Mercia on his father’s
death in 1057. Gruﬀydd swore an oath to be a faithful
under-king of Edward. Ælfgar appears to have died in
1062 and his young son Edwin was allowed to succeed as
Earl of Mercia, but Harold then launched a surprise attack
on Gruﬀydd. He escaped, but when Harold and Tostig
attacked again the following year, he retreated and was
killed by Welsh enemies. Edward and Harold were then
able to impose vassallage on some Welsh princes.[32][33]
In October 1065 Harold’s brother, Tostig, the earl of
Northumbria, was hunting with the king when his thegns
in Northumbria rebelled against his rule, which they
claimed was oppressive, and killed some 200 of his fol-

Starting as early as William of Malmesbury in the early
12th century, historians have puzzled over Edward’s intentions for the succession. One school of thought supports the Norman case that Edward always intended
William the Conqueror to be his heir, accepting the medieval claim that Edward had already decided to be celibate before he married, but most historians believe that
he hoped to have an heir by Edith at least until his quarrel with Godwin in 1051. William may have visited Edward during Godwin’s exile, and he is thought to have
promised William the succession at this time, but historians disagree how seriously he meant the promise, and
whether he later changed his mind.[35]
Edmund Ironside’s son, Edward Ætheling, had the best
claim to be considered Edward’s heir. He had been taken
as a young child to Hungary, and in 1054 Bishop Ealdred
of Worcester visited the Holy Roman Emperor, Henry
III to secure his return, probably with a view to becoming Edward’s heir. The exile returned to England in
1057 with his family, but died almost immediately.[36]
His son Edgar, who was then about ﬁve years old, was
brought up at the English court. He was given the des-
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ignation Ætheling, meaning throneworthy, which may church.[42]
mean that Edward considered making him his heir, and
he was brieﬂy declared king after Harold’s death in
1066.[37] However, Edgar was absent from witness lists
of Edward’s diplomas, and there is no evidence in the 7 Canonisation
Domesday Book that he was a substantial landowner,
which suggests that he was marginalised at the end of Ed- Edward the Confessor was the ﬁrst Anglo-Saxon and the
ward’s reign.[38]
only king of England to be canonised, but he was part of
After the mid-1050s, Edward seems to have withdrawn a tradition of (uncanonised) English royal saints, such as
from aﬀairs as he became increasingly dependent on the Eadburh of Winchester, a daughter of Edward the Elder,
Godwins, and may have become reconciled to the idea Edith of Wilton, a daughter of Edgar the Peaceful, and
[43]
With his proneness to ﬁts
that one of them would succeed him. The Normans King Edward the Martyr.
claimed that Edward sent Harold to Normandy in about of rage and love of hunting Edward is regarded by most
1064 to conﬁrm the promise of the succession to William. historians as an unlikely saint, and his canonisation as poThe strongest evidence comes from a Norman apologist, litical, although some argue that his cult started so early
[44]
William of Poitiers. According to his account, shortly that it must have had something credible to build on.
before the Battle of Hastings, Harold sent William an en- Edward displayed a worldly attitude in his church apvoy who admitted that Edward had promised the throne pointments. When he appointed Robert of Jumièges as
to William but argued that this was over-ridden by his Archbishop of Canterbury in 1051, he chose the leaddeathbed promise to Harold. In reply, William did not ing craftsman Spearhafoc to replace Robert as Bishop
dispute the deathbed promise, but argued that Edward’s of London. Robert refused to consecrate him, saying
prior promise to him took precedence.[39]
that the pope had forbidden it, but Spearhafoc occupied
In Richard Baxter’s view, Edward’s “handling of the succession issue was dangerously indecisive, and contributed
to one of the greatest catastrophes to which the English
have ever succumbed.”[40]
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Westminster Abbey

Edward’s funeral depicted in scene 26 of the Bayeux Tapestry

Edward’s Norman sympathies are most clearly seen in the
major building project of his reign, Westminster Abbey,
the ﬁrst Norman Romanesque church in England. This
was commenced between 1042 and 1052 as a royal burial
church, consecrated on 28 December 1065, completed
after his death in about 1090, and demolished in 1245 to
make way for Henry III’s new building, which still stands.
It was very similar to Jumièges Abbey, which was built
at the same time. Robert of Jumièges must have been
closely involved in both buildings, although it is not clear
which is the original and which the copy.[41]

the bishopric for several months with Edward’s support.
After the Godwins ﬂed the country, Edward expelled
Spearhafoc, who ﬂed with a large store of gold and gems
which he had been given to make Edward a crown.[45] Stigand was the ﬁrst archbishop of Canterbury not to be a
monk in almost a hundred years, and he was said to have
been excommunicated by several popes because he held
Canterbury and Winchester in plurality. Several bishops
sought consecration abroad because of the irregularity of
Stigand’s position.[46] Edward usually preferred clerks to
monks for the most important and richest bishoprics, and
he probably accepted gifts from candidates for bishoprics
and abbacies. However, his appointments were generally
respectable.[3]
After 1066 there was a subdued cult of Edward as a
saint, possibly discouraged by the early Norman abbots
of Westminster,[47] which gradually increased in the early
twelfth century.[48] Osbert of Clare, the prior of Westminster Abbey, then started to campaign for Edward’s
canonisation, aiming to increase the wealth and power of
the Abbey. By 1138, he had converted the Vita Ædwardi,
the life of Edward commissioned by his widow, into a
conventional saint’s life.[47] He seized on an ambiguous
passage which might have meant that their marriage was
chaste, perhaps to give the idea that Edith’s childlessness was not her fault, to claim that Edward had been
celibate.[49] In 1139 Osbert went to Rome to petition for
Edward’s canonisation with the support of King Stephen,
but he lacked the full support of the English hierarchy and
Stephen had quarrelled with the church, so Pope Innocent
II postponed a decision, declaring that Osbert lacked sufﬁcient testimonials of Edward’s holiness.[50]

Edward does not appear to have been interested in books
and associated arts, but his abbey played a vital role in the In 1159 there was a disputed election to the papacy, and
development of English Romanesque architecture, show- Henry II's support helped to secure recognition of Pope
ing that he was an innovating and generous patron of the Alexander III. In 1160 a new abbot of Westminster, Lau-
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9 IN POPULAR CULTURE

rence, seized the opportunity to renew Edward’s claim. elements of the ideal king, expressed in ﬂattering terms This time, it had the full support of the king and the tall and distinguished, aﬀable, digniﬁed and just.'[61]
English hierarchy, and a grateful pope issued the bull
of canonisation on 7 February 1161,[3] the result of a
conjunction of the interests of Westminster Abbey, King 9 In popular culture
Henry II and Pope Alexander III[51] He was called 'Confessor' as the name for someone who was believed to have
lived a saintly life but was not a martyr.[6]
In the 1230s King Henry III became attached to the cult
of Saint Edward, and he commissioned a new life by
Matthew Paris.[52] Henry also constructed a grand new
tomb for Edward in a rebuilt Westminster Abbey in 1269.
Until about 1350, Edmund the Martyr, Gregory the Great
and Edward the Confessor were regarded as English national saints, but Edward III preferred the more war-like
ﬁgure of St George, and in 1348 he established the Order
of the Garter with St George as its patron. It was located
at Windsor Castle, and its chapel of St Edward the Confessor was re-dedicated to St George, who was acclaimed
in 1351 as patron of the English race.[7] Edward was never
a popular saint, but he was important to the Norman dynasty, which claimed to be the successor of Edward as
the last legitimate Anglo-Saxon king.[53]
The shrine of Saint Edward the Confessor in Westminster Abbey remains where it was after the ﬁnal translation of his body to a chapel east of the sanctuary on 13
October 1269 by Henry III.[54] The day of his translation, 13 October (his ﬁrst translation had also been on
that date in 1163), is regarded as his feast day, and each
October the Abbey holds a week of festivities and prayer
in his honour.[55] For some time the Abbey had claimed
that it possessed a set of coronation regalia that Edward
had left for use in all future coronations. Following Edward’s canonisation, these were regarded as holy relics, The left panel of the Wilton Diptych, where Edward (centre),
and thereafter they were used at all English coronations with Edmund the Martyr (left) and John the Baptist, are depicted
from the 13th century until the destruction of the regalia presenting Richard II to the heavenly host.
by Oliver Cromwell in 1649.[56]
Edward is depicted as the central saint of the Wilton Dip13 October is an optional feast day for Edward the Con- tych (c. 1395–99), a devotional piece made for Richard
fessor for the Catholic Church of England and Wales,[57] II, but now in the collection of the National Gallery. The
and the Church of England's calendar of saints designates reverse of the piece carries Edward’s arms; and Richard’s
it as a Lesser Festival.[58] He is regarded as a patron saint badge of a white hart. The panel painting dates from the
of diﬃcult marriages.[59]
end of the 14th century.
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Appearance and character

The Vita Ædwardi Regis states "[H]e was a very proper
ﬁgure of a man—of outstanding height, and distinguished
by his milky white hair and beard, full face and rosy
cheeks, thin white hands, and long translucent ﬁngers; in
all the rest of his body he was an unblemished royal person. Pleasant, but always digniﬁed, he walked with eyes
downcast, most graciously aﬀable to one and all. If some
cause aroused his temper, he seemed as terrible as a lion,
but he never revealed his anger by railing.”.[60] This, as
the historian Richard Mortimer notes, 'contains obvious

In Act 3, Scene VI of Shakespeare’s Macbeth (c. 1603–
06) Lennox refers to Edward as “the most pious Edward,”
and in Act 4, Scene III, Malcolm describes his powers of
healing those aﬄicted with “the evil”, or scrofula.
He is the central ﬁgure in Alfred Duggan's 1960 historical
novel The Cunning of the Dove.
He is featured in Sara Douglass' novel God’s Concubine.
On screen he has been portrayed by Eduard Franz
in the ﬁlm Lady Godiva of Coventry (1955), George
Howe in the BBC TV drama series Hereward the Wake
(1965), Donald Eccles in the two-part BBC TV play
Conquest (1966; part of the series Theatre 625), Brian
Blessed in Macbeth (1997), based on the Shakespeare
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play (although he does not appear in the play itself), and [11] Keynes, op. cit., p. 56 n.
Adam Woodroﬀe in an episode of the British TV series
Historyonics entitled “1066” (2004). In 2002, he was por- [12] Elisabeth van Houts, 'Edward and Normandy', in Mortimer ed., pp. 63–75.
trayed by Lennox Greaves in the Doctor Who audio adventure Seasons of Fear.
[13] Howarth, David (1981). 1066: The Year of the Conquest.
Harmondsworth, UK: Penguin. ISBN 0-14-005850-8.
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• Vita Ædwardi Regis, life commissioned by Edward’s
wife
• Játvarðar Saga, Icelandic saga about the king
• Life of St Edward the Confessor by Matthew Paris
• List of monarchs of Wessex
• List of Catholic saints
• St Edward’s Crown
• Burial places of British royalty

[18] Pauline Staﬀord believes that Edward joined his mother
at Winchester and returned to the continent after his
brother’s death. Queen Emma & Queen Edith, Blackwell,
2001, pp. 239–240
[19] Rex, p. 33
[20] Maddicott, pp. 650–666
[21] Mortimer, p. 7, Stephen Baxter, 'Edward the Confessor
and the Succession Question, p. 101, in Mortimer ed., Edward the Confessor
[22] Anglo-Saxon Chronicle (MS E) s.a.
Michael Swanton.

1041 (1042), tr.

[23] Rex, pp. 48–49.

12

References

[1] The numbering of English monarchs starts anew after the
Norman conquest, which explains why the regnal numbers
assigned to English kings named Edward begin with the
later Edward I of England and do not include Edward the
Confessor (who was the third King Edward).
[2] His successor Harold Godwinson was of the House of
Godwin. Edgar the Aetheling was proclaimed king after
the Battle of Hastings in 1066, but never ruled and was
deposed after about eight weeks.
[3] Barlow, Frank. “Edward the Confessor” Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, 2004.
[4] Rex, Peter (2008). King and Saint: The Life of Edward
the Confessor, The History Press, p. 224.
[5] Mortimer, Edward the Confessor, p. 29.

[24] Mortimer ed., maps between pages 116 and 117
[25] Mortimer op. cit., pp. 26–28
[26] Van Houts, p. 69. Richard Gem, 'Craftsmen and Administrators in the Building of the Abbey', p. 171. Both in
Mortimer ed., Edward the Confessor. Robert of Jumièges
is usually described as Norman, but his origin is unknown,
possibly Frankish (Van Houts, p. 70).
[27] Williams, Ann “Edith (d.1075)" Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, 2004.
[28] Rex, p. 107
[29] Williams, Ann “Ralph the Timid” Oxford Dictionary of
National Biography, 2004. However, Frank Barlow in his
DNB article on Edward, states that Ralph received Hereford on Sweyn’s ﬁrst expulsion in 1047.

[6] Rex, p. 226

[30] Baxter in Mortimer ed., Edward the Confessor, pp. 103–
104

[7] Summerson, Henry. “Saint George” Oxford Dictionary of
National Biography 2004.

[31] Barrow, G. W. S. “Malcolm III” Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, 2008.

[8] Simon Keynes, 'Edward the Ætheling', in Mortimer ed.,
Edward the Confessor, p. 49.

[32] Walker, David. “Gruﬀydd ap Llywelyn” Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, 2004.

[9] Rex, pp. 13, 19

[33] Williams, Ann. "Ælfgar” Oxford Dictionary of National
Biography, 2004.

[10] Barlow, Frank (University of California Press). Edward
the Confessor. Berkeley, CA: 1970. pp. 29–36. ISBN
0-520-01671-8. Check date values in: |date= (help)

[34] Aird, William M. “Tostig” Oxford Dictionary of National
Biography, 2004.

8

[35] Historians’ views are discussed in Stephen Baxter, 'Edward the Confessor and the Succession Question', pp. 77–
118, in Mortimer ed., Edward the Confessor, which this
section is based on.
[36] Baxter, pp. 96–98
[37] Hooper, Nicholas. “Edgar Ætheling” Oxford Dictionary
of National Biography, 2004.
[38] Baxter, pp. 98–103
[39] Baxter, pp. 103–114
[40] Baxter, p. 118
[41] Eric Fernie, 'Edward the Confessor’s Westminster Abbey',
in Mortimer ed., Edward the Confessor, pp. 139–143
[42] Mortimer, op. cit., p. 23
[43] Bozoky, Edina. 'The Sanctity and Canonisation of Edward the Confessor', in Mortimer ed., Edward the Confessor, pp. 178–179
[44] Mortimer, op. cit., pp. 29–32
[45] Blair, John. “Spearhafoc” Oxford Dictionary of National
Biography, 2004.
[46] Cowdrey, H. E. J. “Stigand” Oxford Dictionary of National
Biography, 2004.
[47] Barlow, Frank. “Osbert of Clare” Oxford Dictionary of
National Biography, 2004.
[48] Rex, pp. 214–217
[49] Stephen Baxter, 'Edward the Confessor and the Succession Question', in Mortimer ed., Edward the Confessor,
pp. 84–85
[50] Bozoky, op. cit., pp. 180–181
[51] Bozoky, op. cit., p. 173
[52] Abstract of David Carpenter, King Henry III and Saint Edward the Confessor: The Origins of the Cult, English Historical Review, CXXII (498): 865–891, 2007
[53] Bozoky, op. cit., pp. 180–182

14 EXTERNAL LINKS

13 Bibliography
• Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, tr. Michael Swanton, The
Anglo-Saxon Chronicles. 2nd ed. London, 2000.
• Aelred of Rievaulx, Life of St. Edward the Confessor, translated Fr. Jerome Bertram (ﬁrst English
translation) St. Austin Press ISBN 1-901157-75-X
• Barlow, Frank, Edward the Confessor, Oxford University Press, 1997
• Barlow, Frank. “Edward (St Edward; known as Edward the Confessor)" Oxford Dictionary of National
Biography, 2004.
• Maddicott, J. R. (2004). “Edward the Confessor’s
Return to England in 1041”. English Historical Review (Oxford University Press) CXIX (482): 650–
666. doi:10.1093/ehr/119.482.650.
• Mortimer, Richard ed., Edward the Confessor: The
Man and the Legend, The Boydell Press, Woodbridge, 2009 ISBN 978-1-84383-436-6
• O'Brien, Bruce R.: God’s peace and king’s peace :
the laws of Edward the Confessor, Philadelphia, Pa.
: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1999, ISBN 08122-3461-8
• The Life of King Edward who rests at Westminster
(Vita Ædwardi Regis) ed. and trans. Frank Barlow,
Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1992
• Rex, Peter, King & Saint: The Life of Edward the
Confessor, The History Press, Stroud, 2008
• The Waltham Chronicle ed. and trans. Leslie
Watkiss and Marjorie Chibnall, Oxford Medieval
Texts, OUP, 1994
• William of Malmesbury, The History of the English Kings, i, ed.and trans. R.A.B. Mynors,
R.M.Thomson and M.Winterbottom, Oxford Medieval Texts, OUP 1998

[54] Edward the Confessor, Westminster Abbey
[55] Worship at the Abbey, Westminster Abbey
[56] Keay, A. (2002). The Crown Jewels. London: The Historic Royal Palaces. ISBN 1-873993-20-X.
[57] Liturgy Oﬃce, England & Wales: Liturgical Calendar

14 External links
• Westminster Abbey: Edward the Confessor and
Edith

[58] Holy Days, The Church of England

• Steven Muhlberger’s 'Edward the Confessor and his
earls’

[59] “Saint Edward the Confessor”. Saints.SQPN.com. 5 April
2013. Accessed 5 August 2013.

• Illustrated biography of Edward the Confessor

[60] Barlow, Frank (ed. and trans.). The Life of King Edward
Who Rests at Westminster (Vita Ædwardi Regis), Oxford
University Press, 2nd ed. 1992, p. 19.

• BBC History: Edward the Confessor

[61] Mortimer, Edward the Confessor, 15

• Edward the Confessor At Find A Grave

• The Rise of Godwine, Earl of Wessex

9
• BBC News: Ancient royal tomb is uncovered
• Life of St Edward the Confessor, Cambridge Digital
Library
• Saint Edward the Confessor at the Christian Iconography web site

10

15 TEXT AND IMAGE SOURCES, CONTRIBUTORS, AND LICENSES

15
15.1

Text and image sources, contributors, and licenses
Text

• Edward the Confessor Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward%20the%20Confessor?oldid=649807609 Contributors: Kpjas, David
Parker, Vicki Rosenzweig, Shsilver, Deb, William Avery, SimonP, Zoe, Arno, Montrealais, Leandrod, Liftarn, Paul A, Muriel Gottrop,
Gerhard, Jdforrester, Julesd, Jiang, Raven in Orbit, Etherialemperor, Charles Matthews, Timc, Haukurth, Lord Emsworth, Wetman,
Owen, Vardion, PBS, Wjhonson, Henrygb, Flauto Dolce, Timrollpickering, Saforrest, Wikibot, JackofOz, Ncox, TOO, Everyking, Per
Honor et Gloria, Andycjp, R. ﬁend, Jonel, Thincat, Pmanderson, Necrothesp, Icairns, Herrick, Neutrality, Lacrimosus, Rich Farmbrough,
KarlaQat, Cnyborg, YUL89YYZ, Undegaussable, Dbachmann, Bender235, Kaisershatner, Neko-chan, Violetriga, Lima, Senori, Dungodung, JW1805, Man vyi, Polylerus, Caeruleancentaur, Voyager, Moanzhu, Rasiel, Brevam, Riana, Great Scott, Snowolf, Ksnow, Deacon of Pndapetzim, Mikeo, Woohookitty, FeanorStar7, Scriberius, PatGallacher, Robert K S, Ostrich, Fxer, Audiovideo, CheshireKatz,
Stmoose, Rjwilmsi, Angusmclellan, Tim!, Coemgenus, Jake Wartenberg, Colin Hill, Lordkinbote, Wobble, SchuminWeb, Old Moonraker,
Nivix, Mark J, Str1977, Vilcxjo, Brendan Moody, Meyer, Butros, Jaraalbe, Jdhowens90, Nagytibi, VolatileChemical, Gwernol, YurikBot,
Darsie, Nautile, Pip2andahalf, Petiatil, Kauﬀner, Hede2000, Pigman, Danbarnesdavies, Wimt, NawlinWiki, Wiki alf, Howcheng, Dogcow, PhilipC, Zwobot, Michael Drew, Evrik, Zzuuzz, Saranghae honey, Livitup, Valiant Son, Staﬀelde, Shyam, Allens, Philip Stevens,
Myrabella, SmackBot, Britannicus, KnowledgeOfSelf, RobStreatham, Martin.Budden, Aetheling1125, TharkunColl, Srnec, AdamCarden, Gilliam, Hmains, Betacommand, Carl.bunderson, Ludi, JoeBlogsDord, Gracenotes, GoodDay, Can't sleep, clown will eat me, Fishhead64, Wine Guy, Junkbot44, Grover cleveland, Aldaron, Flyguy649, Cybercobra, Springnuts, Andrew Dalby, Ohconfucius, Esrever,
Serein (renamed because of SUL), Ser Amantio di Nicolao, Harryboyles, Anlace, KrazyCaley, Ceplm, Edwy, Mabuska, Majorclanger,
Aleenf1, JHunterJ, Avs5221, Mr Stephen, Neddyseagoon, Rickogorman, ShakingSpirit, Iridescent, Grblomerth, StephenBuxton, Igoldste,
Richard75, Adam sk, Angeldeb82, InfernoXV, Fetofsbot2, Evilasiangenius, 5-HT8, Michaelsanders, WeggeBot, Chicheley, Slazenger, Cydebot, Mike Christie, MC10, Edward Navu, DrunkenSmurf, GRBerry, Walgamanus, Omicronpersei8, Thijs!bot, Biruitorul, Mojo Hand,
Verica Atrebatum, Historymidget, Escarbot, Hmrox, AntiVandalBot, Gioto, Seaphoto, Massimo377, Kbthompson, The Hut, Echo5Joker,
Farosdaughter, EarlRSutton, Myanw, Drfryer, Yokenthwaite, Missy1234, Husond, MER-C, Arch dude, Surfren, Mister-Maxmillion, LonesomeMoon, PhilKnight, Rothorpe, .anacondabot, Pharillon, VoABot II, Mattpate, TARBOT, Nyttend, Indon, Lethaniol, DerHexer, Enaidmawr, Amitchell125, FisherQueen, Mark Wheaver, STBot, Keith D, CommonsDelinker, Dudley Miles, J.delanoy, DrKiernan, PurpleHz,
Uncle Dick, Tiﬁrelover87, Yonidebot, Cop 663, Edgrainger, LordAnubisBOT, McSly, Dmitri Yuriev, Themoodyblue, Mufka, KylieTastic, Cometstyles, Jamesontai, Bonadea, UnicornTapestry, VolkovBot, Derekbd, Rtdixon86, Jeﬀ G., Mocirne, AlnoktaBOT, Future Filmmaker, Barneca, Philip Trueman, Martinevans123, TXiKiBoT, Yennie gurL039, Dickstracke, Revenante, Wonryoku, Qxz, John Carter,
Lradrama, ^demonBot2, MacPhilbin, Lerdthenerd, Benjamin Lin, Y, !dea4u, Alcmaeonid, Truthanado, AlleborgoBot, EmxBot, K. Annoyomous, Gerakibot, Redpotato33, AlexWaelde, Ptolemy Caesarion, Harry, PhilMacD, Lightmouse, Ealdgyth, OKBot, G.-M. Cupertino, Jza84, Phnom Penh Punks, MrADHD, Eebahgum, Loren.wilton, ClueBot, Haydn likes carpet, The Thing That Should Not Be,
Jan1nad, Zburh, Beestonsteve, CounterVandalismBot, Westogent, P. S. Burton, Piledhigheranddeeper, Nromeo425, Excirial, Sisterdetestai, Jusdafax, Streona, Thehelpfulone, Rebel Redcoat, Aitias, Mattissa, Versus22, Katanada, Caoanroad4800, AidanP02, Aaron north,
Tarlneustaedter, Bilsonius, Dthomsen8, Melrose26, DaL33T, NellieBly, Surtsicna, Luwilt, Addbot, Atethnekos, CanadianLinuxUser, CactusWriter, Cst17, Stephen2nd, Favonian, The Quill, Tassedethe, Ehrenkater, Acemisﬁt, Lightbot, Zorrobot, Legobot, Kjosel13, Luckasbot, Yobot, Kartano, THEN WHO WAS PHONE?, Eric-Wester, Gabriel steger, AnomieBOT, Baraqa1, YeshuaDavid, Piano non troppo,
Fallen19 Angel89, Knop92, Arctic Fox, Jacobite88, Xqbot, Jayarathina, Gymnophoria, ArchGrammarian, Capricorn42, Cavila, Sodacan, WikiLinux, RibotBOT, Lechasseur360, Roxygirl11, Mattis, Poacher23, A bougainvillea preguiçosa, Englatar8888, Recognizance,
Hchc2009, Pinethicket, Calmer Waters, Skyerise, Mastrcheefpie, Moonraker, Lightlowemon, Orenburg1, 777sms, CatMan61, Cassianto,
Fragarach, Andrea105, RjwilmsiBot, Wintonian, CalicoCatLover, Skamecrazy123, LcawteHuggle, DASHBot, Esoglou, J36miles, EmausBot, John of Reading, WikitanvirBot, Smirshem1234, Cooldude2107, Super48paul, G6ypk, Namnguyenvn, Wikipelli, Lobsterthermidor,
ZéroBot, Ebrambot, Wayne Slam, Jay-Sebastos, Logicult, James M Preston, Donner60, Chewings72, Halfelven Ranger, 19thPharaoh, Piersis, ClueBot NG, Gareth Griﬃth-Jones, Alexcoldcasefan, This lousy T-shirt, Jadedragon1991, Widr, Crazymonkey1123, Helpful Pixie Bot,
BG19bot, Battoba, Keivan.f, Emayv, MusikAnimal, Iamthecheese44, Hybrid2712, Wyrleywolves, Achowat, Wannabemodel, Reicastell,
Acc60, Tomh903, Fred and bob, YFdyh-bot, CarrieVS, JYBot, Thhist, Makecat-bot, Periglio, Ttrooll, Isarra (HG), ToastButterToast, Laxpudding, Nimetapoeg, Lotte04, Tentinator, The Horn Blower, Irisbox, ArmbrustBot, Ben1moreland, Ginsuloft, JoshNEWK1998, Seeseebell, Cieran Nolan, Mary Eleanor de Normandy, Chickenwangs, XXboxAddictx, Grimalkin54, Camokid0103, Ciancars26, TradCatholic
and Anonymous: 479

15.2

Images

• File:046CupolaSPietro.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/5a/046CupolaSPietro.jpg License: CC BY-SA
3.0 Contributors: Own work Original artist: MarkusMark
• File:BayeuxTapestryScene25.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/66/BayeuxTapestryScene25.jpg License:
Public domain Contributors: http://www.hs-augsburg.de/~{}harsch/Chronologia/Lspost11/Bayeux/bay_tama.html Original artist: Image
on web site of Ulrich Harsh.
• File:BayeuxTapestryScene26.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/19/BayeuxTapestryScene26.jpg License:
Public domain Contributors: http://www.hs-augsburg.de/~{}harsch/Chronologia/Lspost11/Bayeux/bay_tama.html Original artist: Image
on web site of Ulrich Harsh.
• File:Commons-logo.svg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/4/4a/Commons-logo.svg License: ? Contributors: ? Original
artist: ?
• File:Crown_of_Saint_Edward.svg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/65/Crown_of_Saint_Edward.svg License: Public domain Contributors: ? Original artist: ?
• File:EdwardConfesor.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/39/EdwardConfesor.jpg License: Public domain
Contributors: http://www.gutenberg.org/files/28157/28157-h/images/img049.jpg Original artist: HISTORY OF ENGLAND by SAMUEL
R. GARDINER
• File:Edward_the_Confessor_Penny.jpg Source:
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/1b/Edward_the_Confessor_
Penny.jpg License: CC BY-SA 3.0 Contributors: Own work Original artist: Rasiel Suarez

15.3 Content license

11

• File:Edward_the_Confessor_sealed_writ.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/c/ce/Edward_the_Confessor_sealed_
writ.jpg License: PD Contributors: ? Original artist: ?
• File:Gloriole_blur.svg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/48/Gloriole_blur.svg License: Public domain Contributors: Own work Original artist: Eubulides
• File:Kirchenfenster_Böckweiler.jpg Source:
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/02/Kirchenfenster_B%C3%
B6ckweiler.jpg License: CC BY-SA 2.0 Contributors: http://www.flickr.com/photos/11596438@N00/2435169073/sizes/o/in/
photostream/ Original artist: tiegeltuf
• File:The_Wilton_Diptych_(left).jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a2/The_Wilton_Diptych_%28left%
29.jpg License: Public domain Contributors: Web Gallery of Art: <a href='http://www.wga.hu/art/m/master/yunk_fr/yunk_fr1/
06wilton.jpg' data-x-rel='nofollow'><img alt='Inkscape.svg' src='//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/6/6f/Inkscape.
svg/20px-Inkscape.svg.png' width='20' height='20' srcset='//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/6/6f/Inkscape.svg/
30px-Inkscape.svg.png 1.5x, //upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/6/6f/Inkscape.svg/40px-Inkscape.svg.png 2x' dataﬁle-width='60' data-ﬁle-height='60' /></a> Image <a href='http://www.wga.hu/html/m/master/yunk_fr/yunk_fr1/06wilton.html'
data-x-rel='nofollow'><img alt='Information icon.svg' src='//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/3/35/Information_
icon.svg/20px-Information_icon.svg.png' width='20' height='20' srcset='//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/3/35/
Information_icon.svg/30px-Information_icon.svg.png 1.5x, //upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/3/35/Information_icon.
svg/40px-Information_icon.svg.png 2x' data-ﬁle-width='620' data-ﬁle-height='620' /></a> Info about artwork Original artist: Unknown
Master, French (second half of 14th century)

15.3

Content license

• Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0

